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Pastor’s Point: 

 

“Where Are We Going?” 

 
On January 24th-25th your church board, elders, staff, and many 

of the spouses went to North Webster for a retreat. Our goal was 

to discern what God has for us in 2014 and beyond. God had 

been stirring my heart as to what He wants to do next with us 

here at LWCC. I had no preconceived idea what the outcome 

would be, I just wanted to hear from the Lord. In preparation for 

the retreat, every board member, elder, and staff had purchased 

the book entitled “Pursuing God’s Will Together.” This is a 

book we are studying as a group together this year. 

 

Many of you may not know that every year your church board 

reads a book and we discuss it in the first hour of our board 

meetings. This first hour has nothing to do with the business of 

the church; it has only to do with encouraging spiritual growth in 

our leadership team. During this time all the elders, deacons, and 

staff meet together. We also, during this time, have each board 

member take a turn in leading a short devotion. We do this every 

month for the purpose of making sure our leaders are growing 

spiritually and in their leadership skills. I have found this to be 

very valuable in maintaining focus on God’s direction for our 

church. 

 

Last year the book we read was “The Prayer of Jabez.” It dealt 

with a little prayer in I Chronicles 4:9-10 by a man named Jabez. 

“Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had 

named him Jabez, saying, ʽI gave birth to him in pain.’ Jabez 

cried out to the God of Israel, ʽOh, that you would bless me and 

enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me 

from harm so that I will be free from pain.’” That book was very 

timely as we took some huge steps of faith in bringing on a full- 

time pastor and starting the drop-in center last year. This year’s 

book deals with discerning God’s will together and walking by 

faith as a group of leaders. Discernment means literally “to sepa-

rate, to discriminate, to decide, or to distinguish between two 

things.” Paul said in Romans 12:2, “Do not conform any longer 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT:   

Helping each ‘family’ find 
and fully follow Christ 

Rev. Doug Beutler 
Senior Pastor / Elder 

dougb@lifewatercc.org   (260) 438-6804 
 

Rev. Harold Graham 
Associate Pastor / Head Elder 

grahamhb@frontier.com   (260) 450-2214 
 

Jared Gerber 
Elder 

jared_beth@juno.com   (260) 417-2561 
 

Rev. Stephen Lane 
Elder 

stephenlane1957@gmail.com  (260) 450-1332 
 

Tracey Brown 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

traceyb@lifewatercc.org 
(260) 417-0985 

Church office: (260) 432-3717 
     Church website: www.lifewatercc.org 

 
Pastor Doug’s Office Hours*: 

Monday:  9 a.m.—6 p.m. 
Tuesday: 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10 a.m.—8:30 p.m. 
Thursday:  Office closed 
Friday:  9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

 
(*If no one is in the office during office hours, 

Pastor Doug is at an appointment with      
someone off-site.) 

Sunday Services: 
 

Worship Service:   10 a.m.—Sanctuary 

March 2014 

(Continued on next page) 



CHURCH BOARD:  
 

Chairman of the Board: 
Dick Moore (615-3847) 
dickmooore@gmail.com 
 
Senior Pastor / Elder:  
Doug Beutler  (438-6804)   
dougbeutler@msn.com 
 
Associate Pastor / Head Elder: 
Harold Graham  (450-2214)  
grahamhb@frontier.com 
 
Elder:  
Jared Gerber  (417-2561)  
jared_beth@juno.com 
 
Elder:  
Stephen Lane (450-1332) 
stephenlane1957@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer:  
Patti Quintano (672-8021)   
pattiq@lifewatercc.org 
 
Secretary:   
Karen Smith (260-610-1033) 
karenjune1959@gmail.com 
 
Deaconess of 24/7 Life Ministries:  
Carol Nealley (438-5134)   
cnealley@comcast.net 
 Benevolence (gas, food, medication) 
 Church fellowship 
 Meal ministry 
 Women’s and Men’s fellowships 
 
Deaconess of Deep End Ministries:  
Becky Lane (450-4716)  
beckylane1956@gmail.com 
 Nursery 
 Children’s Ministry 
 Youth Group 
 Adult Education 
 Small Groups 
 
Deacon of Facilities:  
Dan Knee (432-4417)  
lynndanfw@frontier.com 
 
Deaconess of The Edge Ministries: 
Annette Pugh (804-1416) 
kitty46804@gmail.com 
 Community Outreach: fall festival / 

outdoor concerts 

Pastor’s Point (continued) 

 
to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is — his 

good, pleasing, and perfect will.”  Spiritual discernment is the ability to 

discern between good, that which is of God and will help us stay in His 

will, and what is evil, that which is not of God and draws us away from 

His will. 

 

This year your leadership team will have many opportunities to apply   

Romans 12:2 and so will you as a congregation. On March 9th we will be 

having a short business meeting to share what God revealed to us, the 

leaders at LWCC, and what God wants us to do together next. The next 

step of pursing God’s will together is beginning. For the next three 

months, I will be focusing my articles in our monthly newsletter on the 

three areas that God spoke to your leadership team about. I can’t wait to 

see what God is going to do in us and through us in the coming years. 

 

            For His Kingdom. 

                               Pastor Doug 
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Special Business Meeting 

On March 9th, following the morning service, please join us as the 

church board and leadership share what the Lord revealed to them at 

their leadership retreat in January. The meeting should last only 30 

minutes.  Come and find out where we think God is leading us in 2014. 

 
Joining the 

Team  
 

Saturday,  
March 15th   

9 a.m. to Noon 
 
 

Do you want to discover what your spiritual 
gift is and how you can use it in ministry at 
the church? Do you want to know where Life-
Water is going and where the Lord is leading 
us? Then put March 15th from 9 a.m.—noon 
on your calendar. Join us for Joining the 
Team and find out the answers to these 
questions and more.  

Don’t forget...the 

time changes on 

March 9th.  Set 

your clocks 

ahead one hour. 



 

 
2014 NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINES:  

April issue:  info due March 19 (distribution on March 30) 
 

Please send updates and information to Judi Lehman at jlehman1808@frontier.com  

or place in the marked tray in the church office. 

 

Missionary Church Denomination News 

 

“Is the Missionary Church a Denomination?” 
by Steve Jones, President, Missionary Church USA 

 
 

“Denomination” simply comes from a Latin word meaning “officially named,” that is, an officially 

named branch of the Christian church.  Yes, Missionary churches share a common name; in that sense 

we truly are a denomination. But when it comes to how we operate, we’re certainly not a top–down 

structure keeping a stranglehold on our churches and people as some see a denomination.  If we were 

trying to force all our churches into a narrow mold, we would certainly be doing a terrible job!  So for 

those people uncomfortable with the new sense of “denomination,” how would we describe our-

selves? 

 

The Missionary Church is a unique family held together not by the force of laws or a rigid hierarchy, 

but by the beliefs we hold, the vision we share, and the relationships we value. 

 

 We hold common beliefs because they’re based on the inerrant Word of God, as true and relevant 

today as it was when the ink was still wet on the original manuscripts. 

 

 We share a vision that God wants us to reach every lost person with the Good News of Jesus 

Christ, then to disciple them until they’re spiritually mature and reproducing themselves in the 

lives of others, who in turn will reach and disciple others—an unending movement of people from 

the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light. 

 

 We value the rich relationships within our churches, between our churches, and with other like–

minded brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the world. 

 

That’s really what matters, isn’t it? The Missionary Church is a family of churches held together by 

sharing biblical beliefs, shouldering together the vision to reach everyone for Jesus, and enjoying the 

rich relationships that God gives us along the way. 

Submitted by Stephen Lane, Regional Finance Director of the  
Missionary Church Central Region Office, and member of LWCC 
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Sunday, March 30, 2014 from 
1-3 p.m. in the Café  

    
 

 
 

 

This is an open class. Bring your own project and supplies. 

Karen Smith will be there to assist with making almost any project (beading, 

card making, scrapbooking, painting, knitting).   Or do you want to try some-

thing new? Let Karen know ahead of time and if she has extra supplies she 

will bring them to class.  Come join other women from our church 

for this fun time of fellowship! 

The Zone is LifeWater’s youth group 

that meets on Wednesday nights at      

7 p.m. at the church (unless other-

wise stated).    

 

The Zone presents...our topics for 

March:  

 

     March 5th:      Marriage 
     March 12th:    Movies 
     March 19th:    Abortion 
     March 26th:    Parents 
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Small group leaders training—Change in 

Date 

Our next leadership training/connecting time 
will be after the morning service on March 
16th (due to the special business meeting 
scheduled for March 9th). This is open to 
anyone interested in being a co-leader or 
leader in the near future, and current leaders 
are     encouraged to make attending a prior-
ity. The topic for March will be “Setting 
Ground Rules,” and will focus on creating an 
environment in which the group functions        
authentically. If you have any questions, 
please contact Becky Lane at 450-4716. 

We plan to meet on the second Sunday of 
each month (unless otherwise noted).      
Future dates are as follows: 

 April 13th 

 May 18th (May 11th is Mother’s Day) 

 June 8th  

New Church Website:  Our church website has been revised. 

We think you will like it!  Visit our website at: 

 

www.lifewatercc.org 

Pastor Doug will be on vacation until  
March 7th.  If you have a need for a pastor,  

feel free to call or text  
Pastor Harold Graham at (260) 450-2214 or  

Pastor Stephen Lane at (260) 450-1332. 



 

 Upcoming Sermon Messages: 

 

“Who Are You?” 

 
Don’t miss our new series beginning in March, “Who Are You?”  We are going to look at five Biblical 

characters and see ourselves in them.  Who are you:  Seeker, Skeptic, Student, Servant, or Sower? 

 March 2nd:     “Who Are You:  The Seeker—Nicodemus” 

 March 9th:      “Who Are You: The Skeptic—Thomas” 

 March 16th:       “Who Are You:  The Student—Timothy” 

 March 23rd:    “Who Are You: The Servant—Aquila & Priscilla” 

 March 30th:       “Who Are You: The Sower—Phillip and the Woman at the Well”  

 
To listen to the current and previous sermon series, go to the LifeWater website at 
www.lifewatercc.org and click on the Services link, then go to the date of the sermon you 
wish to hear.  

Remember in Prayer:  
 
In Sympathy: 
 Our condolences are extended to: 
 John Price and family:  loss of John’s aunt 
 Mike Kraemer and family:  loss of  Mike’s mother 
 Becky Graham and family:  loss of Becky’s aunt  
 
Health issues:   
 Tim White:  cancer  treatment 
 Margot Ullman:  cancer treatment 
 Michelle and Ally Vorhees:  Lyme Disease 
 Jenny Knee: Pray for her recovery from knee surgery and for the family as they support her  
 Ronette Armstrong: as she recovers from a bad fall 
 Kristi Jacobs:  difficult pregnancy 
 Gavin Shaw, brother-in-law of Katie Randolph:  injuries sustained in a serious motorcycle accident  
 
 
Other: 
 Our missionaries:  Dr. Katherine Welch, and Rich and Judy Witmer. Please also      

remember retired minister  Reynold Jean Baptiste still serving in Haiti.  
 Your Person of Interest and their availability to come to Easter service. 

All-church Special 

Prayer Meeting:   

Monday, March 17th at 

7 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
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GIVING 

January 2014* January 2013 

Total for January:                  $8,315 Total for January:               $9,306 

January Weekly Average:     $2,079 January Weekly Average:  $2,327 

2013 Weekly Budget:            $2,915  

*Total giving is for three Sundays (due to closure one Sunday for snow); the weekly average is based on 
four Sundays. 

ATTENDANCE  

January 2014 January 2013 

Average 85 people per service Average 87 people per service 

3/1 Jadyn Pugh 
Quinn Jacobs 

3/2 Justin Randolph 

3/3 Alaina Jacobs 

3/5 Casey Jervis 

3/7 Katherine Welch 

3/9 Anna Gerber 

3/10 Todd Gelwicks 

3/11 Tim White 

3/13 Annette Pugh 

3/18 Christin Jacobs 

3/23 Cameron Nealley 

3/26 Jasmine Bohnstedt 

3/27 Connie Chapman 

3/29 Michelle Moore 
Stephen Lane 

3/30 Patti Phillips 

3/31 David Bohnstedt, Jr. 

FOR THE RECORD: Averages 
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Holy Week 2014 
 

Palm Sunday, April 13th: 
Don’t miss this service as we celebrate 
this special day. We will have a special 
children’s presentation of drama and 
song for part of the service. Parents—
please make sure your children are 
here on Sundays so they can practice 
for this presentation. 
 

Easter Sunday, April 20th: Join us as we celebrate 
the resurrection of our Lord and Savior. Please begin 
to pray now for who you should invite to our Easter 
celebration. 
 
More information will be forthcoming soon. 

Congratulations to... 
 

...Rudy Mahara, Sr. on being recognized by Gov. Mike Pence 
for his contributions to our community. 
...Rudy Mahara, Jr. on being one of the winners of the Greater 
Fort Wayne Business Weekly “Forty Under 40” Awards. This 
award honors 40 individuals under 40 years of age who are 
making a difference, either on the job or in the community. 
...Jack and Toni Ridenour upon becoming first-time grandpar-
ents. Their son Elijah and his wife Jessica had a baby boy, 
Jax Avery Paul Ridenour, on January 20.  
...Stephen and Becky Lane, on the birth of their granddaugh-
ter, Chloe Ranae Lane, born on Feb. 15 to Tyler Lane and 
Damarah Stovall.  



 

Children’s Ministry and Kids Krossing Daycare Update 
Tracey Brown, Director of Children’s Ministries 

 

Palm Sunday Service: 
 

The LWCC Kids will be a special part of the service on Palm Sunday, April 13th. We will be  
practicing during Sunday School in the coming weeks, so all children are encouraged to be at 
church each week! 

 
 

Children’s Egg Hunt for Ages 1 through 12 
The annual children’s egg hunt will take place on Saturday, April 19th at 10 a.m. 
at LifeWater.  Bring your friends! 

 
 
 
 

Kids Krossing Daycare 

Preschool officially started on Monday, January 6th, though classes were cancelled that week due to the 
weather. Though there was a delayed start, things are going well!  Any drop-in kids who visit during pre-
school hours are welcomed into class and participate as if they are there all the time. That system has 
been working very well. The preschool kids love to have extra friends, and the visiting kids get the benefit 
of the structured learning activities. January was a great month financially with the start of the preschool 
and all the school closings and delays.  (If you prayed for snow, thank you!)  February is also on track to 
be a good month, and we may have our first “under two-year-old” starting at the daycare in March! 
 
Here is a “wish list” of items for the daycare/preschool: 
 
 Designated giving for the purchase of cots and sheets for nap time 
 Play doctor kits 
 Toy cash register 
 Plastic table cloths 
 Sunglasses 
 Maps 
 Postcards 
 Beach towels 
 Sand buckets and shovels 
 Small garden tools 
 Seeds 
 Plastic pots 
 Empty medicine bottles 
 Garden Gloves 
 Hats (garden, beach, fire, construction, restaurant, etc.) 
 Toy camping equipment 
 
There is a box in the church office to place any donations.  
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Missions and Outreach Ministries 

 
Thailand—  

Dr. Katherine 
Welch  
 

 

Requests: 
 Pray for Thailand. 

The political unrest 
is occasionally vio-
lent, but usually not. The leaders of the two main 
sides can’t seem to even talk to each other and this     
conflict may go on for quite some time, causing fur-
ther troubles for the Thai. 

 Pray as I wrap up work in Laos and will most likely 
be back again in March. Pray that good work contin-
ues and that I continue to get the funding to return 
as frequently as necessary. 

 Plans for a trip to Bulgaria in April is firming up. I 
know that LWCC has a particular interest there and I 
met the Witmers last year. 

 Continue to pray for Jessica, my intern through 
April. Pray for her work and adjustment here. Pray 
also that more people like her will come out to help 
me. 

 I am going to Bankok from March 4-8 for more con-
sultations and outreach. We are doing a two-night 
“red light” clinic on March 6 & 7, right in the heart of 
“the business.” Pray for girls that come who are  
interested in leaving that lifestyle. 

 

Bulgaria— Rich and Judy Witmer  
 

 Pray for two students that Rich has recently had 
significant spiritual conversations with. One of the 
students is agnostic, but is open to talk further. The 
other student is very open to having a personal rela-
tionship with Jesus but has been hesitant due to 
negative things that his grandmother says about the 
evangelical church. 

 Pray for 20 students who have been chosen to par-
ticipate in the Baseball Exchange Program in Fort 
Wayne in April. Pray for all of the preparations that 
must be made for them to travel, along with Rich 
and Judy. 

Dr. Katherine Welch,  
Rich and Judy Witmer 

Shepherd’s Closet 

Susan Welch 
 

The supplier that provides items for our Shepherd’s 
Closet paper ministry is rarely able to provide the      
following items: 

 
There are labeled bins at the church in the café to    
collect these items. Please consider grabbing a couple 
of these items during your next regular grocery store 
trip to add to this ministry.  Thank you!! 
 

 

Operation         
Christmas Child—   

  Patti Quintano  
 

 

Our collection item for the 
month of March is clothing.  Catch those hats and mit-
tens on clearance!  Other appropriate clothing that 
might fit in a shoebox includes t-shirts, shorts, flip flops, 
shoes for toddlers, scarves, bandanas … but abso-
lutely no camouflage of any color.  Feel free to keep 
last month’s soap/washcloths coming, too! 
 
Here is a link to a quick video clip of a boy excited over 
getting a t-shirt in his box:   

 
 
 

 Liquid Dish Soap  Shampoo 

 Conditioner  Foil 

 Plastic Wrap  Hand/Body Lotion 

 Facial Tissues  Disposable razors 

 Deodorant  
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March 2014 Calendar—LWCC 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      

 

1     Worship practice        

           (Sanctuary) - TBA 
 
 

6 p.m.—Prayer     meeting 
(Café) 

2 

 
8:45 a.m. —Adult Bible 
Study (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 

3 

 
6:30 p.m.—Jack       
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s) 
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 

 

4 

 

5 

 

7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.  Small Group—Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 pm. Small Group—Dave 
Smith (Church) 

6 

 

6:30 p.m. Women’s Small 
Group—Kari Mahara 
(Café)  

7 8     Worship practice        

           (Sanctuary) - TBA 
 
 
6 p.m.—Prayer meeting  
 
 

9 

8:45 a.m. —Adult Bible 
Study (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning     
service (Sanctuary) 
 
11:30 a.m.—Church 
business meeting (Sanct.) 
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 
 

 

10 

 
6:30 p.m.—Jack       
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s) 
 
7 p.m.—Special all-church 
prayer service (Sanctuary) 
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 
 
 

11 

                              
 
7 p.m.—Church Board 
meeting (Café)  
 

12 

 
7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.  Small Group—Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 pm. Small Group—Dave 
Smith (Church) 

 

13 

 
6:30 p.m. Women’s Small 
Group—Kari Mahara 
(Café)  

14 

 

 

15 Worship practice        

           (Sanctuary) - TBA 
 
 
6 p.m.—Prayer     meeting 
(Café) 
 

 

16 

 
8:45 a.m. —Adult Bible 
Study (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
11:30 p.m.—Small group 
leaders training (Café) 
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 

17 

 

                                   
6:30 p.m.—Jack   
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s)   
 
7 p.m.—Special prayer 
meeting (Sanctuary) 
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 
 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.  Small Group—Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 pm. Small Group—Dave 
Smith (Church) 

 

NEWSLETTER INFO   
SUBMISSION     
DEADLINE 

20 

 

6:30 p.m. Women’s Small 
Group—Kari Mahara 
(Café)  
 

 

21 22  Worship practice        

           (Sanctuary) - TBA 

 

6 p.m.—Prayer     meeting 
(Café) 

23 

 

8:45 a.m. —Adult Bible 
Study (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 

24 

 

6:30 p.m.—Jack  
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s)   
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 

25 26 

 

7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.  Small Group—Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 pm. Small Group—Dave 
Smith (Church) 

27 

 

6:30 p.m. Women’s Small 
Group—Kari Mahara 
(Café)  

28 29  Worship practice        

           (Sanctuary) - TBA 

 

6 p.m.—Prayer     meeting 
(Café) 

30 

 

8:45 a.m. —Adult Bible 
Study (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
1 p.m.-3 p.m.—Jewelry/
Craft class (Café)  
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 

31 

 

6:30 p.m.—Jack  
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s)   
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 

     

 

OCC item for March: 

Clothing 
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