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Pastor’s Point: 

 

A Plan for You 

 
I love Jeremiah 29:11, “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares 

the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.’”  As I shared with you through this last series “The 

Difference,” God has a plan for our church. 

 

As we enter into 2014 God is going to move us and I am excited about 

that move.  We do not need to fear it.  I am not exactly clear where 

God is going to lead us to but I know that it will fit in exactly with 

what makes us distinct.  To remind you of what our Distinct Values 

are let me share them: 

 

We believe people are more important than programs: 

People matter most here. 

Individual investment is our priority. 

Program and production are not our highest values. 

 
We believe the Bible is our authority and has answers to 

today’s problems. 
The Bible will be our final authority in all matters. 

We will courageously confront the tough issues in the 

scriptures. 

 We will seek to be Biblical specialists. 

 

We believe Church should be a functional family. 

We will welcome and care for our hurting brothers 

and sisters in Christ. 

We will serve each other through clearly defined 

roles. 

We will confront dysfunction in a loving and healthy 

way. 

 

We believe we should rely on God’s power and obey His 

will rather than relying on our power and our will. 
This is God's Church. 

God can do the impossible. 

We will stay in the center of God's will. 
 

(continued on next page)                      

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:   

Helping each ‘family’ find 
and fully follow Christ 

Rev. Doug Beutler 
Senior Pastor / Elder 

dougb@lifewatercc.org   (260) 438-6804 
 

Rev. Harold Graham 
Associate Pastor / Head Elder 

grahamhb@frontier.com   (260) 450-2214 
 

Jared Gerber 
Elder 

jared_beth@juno.com   (260) 417-2561 
 

Rev. Stephen Lane 
Elder 

stephenlane1957@gmail.com  (260) 450-1332 
 

Tracey Brown 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

traceyb@lifewatercc.org 
(260) 417-0985 

Church office: (260) 432-3717 
     Church website: www.lifewatercc.org 

 
Pastor Doug’s Office Hours*: 

Monday:  9 a.m.—6 p.m. 
Tuesday: 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10 a.m.—8:30 p.m. 
Thursday:  Office closed 
Friday:  9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

 
(*If no one is in the office during office hours, 

Pastor Doug is at an appointment with      
someone off-site.) 

Sunday Services: 
 

Worship Service:   10 a.m.—Sanctuary 

January 2014 



CHURCH BOARD:  
 

Chairman of the Board: 
Dick Moore (615-3847) 
dickmooore@gmail.com 
 
Senior Pastor / Elder:  
Doug Beutler  (438-6804)   
dougbeutler@msn.com 
 
Associate Pastor / Head Elder: 
Harold Graham  (450-2214)  
grahamhb@frontier.com 
 
Elder:  
Jared Gerber  (417-2561)  
jared_beth@juno.com 
 
Elder:  
Stephen Lane (450-1332) 
stephenlane1957@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer:  
Patti Quintano (672-8021)   
pattiq@lifewatercc.org 
 
Secretary:   
Karen Smith (260-610-1033) 
karenjune1959@gmail.com 
 
Deaconess of 24/7 Life Ministries:  
Carol Nealley (438-5134)   
cnealley@comcast.net 
 Benevolence (gas, food, medication) 
 Church fellowship 
 Meal ministry 
 Women’s and Men’s fellowships 
 
Deaconess of Deep End Ministries:  
Becky Lane (450-4716)  
beckylane1956@gmail.com 
 Nursery 
 Children’s Ministry 
 Youth Group 
 Adult Education 
 Small Groups 
 
Deacon of Facilities:  
Dan Knee (432-4417)  
lynndanfw@frontier.com 
 
Deaconess of The Edge Ministries: 
Annette Pugh (804-1416) 
kitty46804@gmail.com 
 Community Outreach: fall festival / 

outdoor concerts 
 Local and Overseas Missions 

Pastor’s Point (continued) 

 
We believe that God gives the right gifts and the right resources to 

the right people for the right ministry. 

We will faithfully obey and serve God. 

We will use the spiritual gifts God equips us with. 

We will sacrificially and cheerfully give our tithes to God. 

We will trust God to supply our resources. 

 

We believe that children and youth are important to the church. 
Children are a priority here. 

Children play an important role in the church. 

Childlike faith is a pathway to God. 

 

We believe that lost people matter to God and should matter to us. 
We will go. 

We will give. 

We will grow.  

 

Everything that we do at LifeWater fits into one of these distinct values.  Every-

thing that we may add in the future will fit into one of these distinct values.  

Please pray for your church board, elders, and staff as we go away for a plan-

ning retreat on January 24-25 as we seek God’s leading for LWCC’s future. 

These are exciting times around LWCC because God is moving.  Let’s move 

together!  

For His Kingdom, 

Pastor Doug 

 

 

  

 A New Year’s Prayer 

Author Unknown 

May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 

But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 

Not by making your path easy, 

But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you, 

But by taking fear from your heart; 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows; 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 

But by showing you when people and their causes need you most, 

and by making you anxious to be there to help. 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead. 
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2014 NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINES:  

February issue:  info due January 20 (distribution on January 31) 
 

Please send updates and information to Judi Lehman at jlehman1808@frontier.com  

or place in the marked tray in the church office. 

 

Missionary Church Denomination News 
 

Submitted by Stephen Lane, Regional Finance Director of the  
Missionary Church Central Region Office, and member of LWCC 

 

Missions through World Partners 
 

The Great Commission-Reaching the World 

Based on Jesus’ command to “go and make disciples of all nations,” the Missionary Church is privileged 

to work with a gifted group of missionary staff and national church leaders that form a network for build-

ing the Kingdom of God around the world.  While strategies vary depending on the location and the     

target people group, establishing disciple making movements that result in local congregations is the   

primary goal of this work facilitated through World Partners.   

 

Local Church and Missions 

Each local Missionary Church in the United States is considered a part of the global ministry team.  Many 

staff members come from Local Missionary Churches where their gifts and calling for cross-cultural minis-

try are initially identified and cultivated.  The financial, prayer, and spiritual support of the missionary 

staff comes from members of many church congregations across the United States.  

Volunteer Opportunities 

Local congregations have the opportunity to participate in volunteer mission trips that provide much 

needed assistance to our overseas ministry teams.  Volunteer service includes opportunities from      

short-term trips to assignments lasting up to two years.  Tasks often involve medical care, prayer walks, 

ministry activities or work projects. 

   

The National Church 

The global work of the Missionary Church the last 100 years has resulted in the establishment of national 

Missionary Churches that are now independent and effective in their own cultures – some being larger 

than the U.S. Missionary Church.  These National Missionary Churches are now helping one another and 

some are carrying out ministries in sensitive countries where U.S. staff cannot access because of political 

issues, such as the Dominican Republic helping Cuba, India reaching into Bhutan, and Kenya reaching 

into the Congo.  National Missionary Churches are active in Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican      

Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Jamaica, Mexico, Mozambique, Nepal, Nigeria,    

Sierra Leone and Venezuela. 
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Women’s Ministries 
 
 
On Sunday, December 8, 2013, we had 37 women attend our annual Christmas celebration.  We appreciate 

all of you who attended (especially when the weather was not very good outside), and those who invited our 15 

guests.  This year, some of the men from LWCC cooked and served our food.  A big thanks to Stephen Lane, 

Chris Morrison, Rich Quintano, Mike Nealley, and Rich Brown for cooking and serving us, and to Pastor   

Harold for making the fantastic cheesecake dessert!   Thank you to Megan Brown for watching children so that 

moms could attend. We were very grateful to have an abundance of door prizes donated this year...so a big 

“thank you” to anyone who helped with the prizes.  It was a fun event and a great time of fellowship! We look 

forward to another successful event next Christmas. (Below are a few of the photos from our event.) 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Stars Follow Up: 

Ladies, this is a reminder that we will be collecting items for church fellowship 

during the month of January. For all of you that attended the Ladies Christmas 

Event, “Fellowship Stars” were items that were promised to be donated to the 

church during the month of January. The collection basket will be located in the 

basement on the table in the kitchen area. There will also be a collection basket 

in the upstairs kitchen that is marked “Fellowship Stars.”  If you pulled a star off 

of our board to donate an item(s) for fellowship, please purchase those things and drop them into our baskets 

during the next few weeks. If you are donating gift cards, please give the gift cards directly to Carol Nealley or 

Judi Lehman. Gift cards can be purchased from Wal-Mart, Kroger, Meijer, GFS, Dollar Store, or anywhere 

that grocery items are sold. If you missed out on the fun at the Ladies Christmas Fellowship Event but would 

like to donate something, please consider purchasing a gift card to donate from one of the above locations. 

Thank you!! — Carol Nealley, Deaconess for 24/7 Life Ministries 

LWCC  “The Water Line” December 2013—Page 2  LWCC  “The Water Line” January 2014 —Page 4 

LifeWater Women’s Christmas Celebration held on Dec. 8 



 

     Upcoming Sermon Messages: 

 

“There is Hope because I AM” 

 
Join us as we begin a new series in January.  “I AM” statements by 

Christ: 

 January 5:    “There is Hope because I AM: I am the Bread of Life” (John 6:35) 

 January 12:  “There is Hope because I AM: I am the Light of the World” (John 8:12) 

 January 19:   “There is Hope because I AM: I am the Gate for the Sheep”  (John 10:7) 

 January 26:  “There is Hope because I AM: I am the Good Shepherd” (John 10:11) 

 

To listen to the current and previous sermon series, go to the LifeWater website at 
www.lifewatercc.org and click on the Service Audio link, then go to the date of the sermon you 
wish to hear.  
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Remember in Prayer:  
 

Health issues:   
 Tim White:  cancer  treatment 
 Margot Ullman:  cancer  treatment 
 Michelle and Ally Vorhees:  Lyme Disease 
 Judi Lehman: irregular heartbeat/blood pressure issues 
 Tab Bohnstedt:  recovering from back surgery 
 Father of Chasity Marks: health issues 
 Gavin Shaw, brother-in-law of Katie Randolph who was seriously injured in a     
      motorcycle accident 

 
 
Other: 
 Our missionaries:  Dr. Katherine Welch, and Rich and Judy Witmer. Please also remember retired minister  

Reynold Jean Baptiste still serving in Haiti.  
 Reaching out to our Person of Interest during 2014. 
 That our LWCC family will continue to be faithful in their giving to LWCC. 
 Pray for the board, elders, and staff planning retreat January 24-25, 2014. 
 
Planning retreat: Your church board, elders, staff and spouses are going away January 24-25, 2014 for a planning 
retreat. We will be evaluating all the ministries:  Do they agree with our distinct values? Are they effective? What    
potential opportunities and threats are present?  Out of that discussion, we will begin to make plans for 2014-2016. 
We will look at growth in ministry, finances, and facilities. These are truly exciting days here at LWCC. God is moving!! 



 

GIVING 

November 2013 November 2012 

Total for November:                $12,120 Total for November:               $9,526 

November Weekly Average:   $  3,027 November Weekly Average:  $2,382 

2013 Weekly Budget:              $  2,915  

 

ATTENDANCE  

November 2013 November 2012 

Average 91 people per service Average 89 people per service 

1/1/14 Joe Smereczuk 

1/2/14 Caleb Gerber 

1/4/14 Audrey Marks 

1/7/14 Casey Chapman 

1/12/14 Andrew Brown 

1/13/14 Deb Price 

1/18/14 Carol Nealley 

1/23/14 Addyson Marks 

1/23/14 Lynn Knee 

1/25/14 Maryanne Willcutts 

FOR THE RECORD: Averages 
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Small group leaders will be meeting together 
on a monthly basis starting in January. The  
purpose of these meetings is to provide some 
training to help us create healthy group dynam-
ics and an atmosphere that fosters personal 
growth. At the same time, as we meet together 
we will be seeking to perceive and follow the 
vision which the Lord gives to us as a local 

body of Christ. 

Our first meeting is scheduled for January 12 
after the morning service and will take about 
one hour. The topic will be “Getting Connected 

— God’s Purpose for Small Groups.” 

We plan to meet on the second Sunday of each 

month (unless otherwise noted) as follows: 

January 12                                                              

February 9                                                      

March 9                                                                       

April 13                                                                       

May 18   (May 11th is Mother’s Day)                        

June 8 

These meetings are open to anyone who may 
be considering leading or helping to lead a 

small group in the near future.  

If questions, please see Becky Lane.  

Monday, January 13 at 7 p.m. 
All-church Special Prayer Service 

LWCC Sanctuary 



 

  From the Director of   
Children’s Ministries  

Tracey Brown 
   
I would like to express my gratitude to all the parents for their understanding and cooperation with the 

changes in program practice that were necessitated by the weather. Thank you, too, for getting your kids to 

church early on Sunday, December 15 for costuming and rehearsal. Including daycare kids, a total of 21 

children participated in this year’s program! As children’s ministry grows and age-group classes are adjusted 

to accommodate our numbers, we will be in need of some additional teachers. If you have an interest in 

working with kids and teaching the Bible, I would love to talk to you!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids Krossing is undergoing two exciting changes in 2014! We are starting a two-day and 

three-day preschool program, and we are working toward being approved to care for one 

and two-year-olds! Our preschool session will begin in January and will start with a 9:00-

11:30 a.m. class on Monday/Wednesday or Monday/Wednesday/Friday. Other classes 

will be added if needed. Except for our inspection by the State, almost everything is in 

readiness for accepting younger children at the daycare as well. Both of these additional 

services increase the outreach opportunities of the daycare, and the volunteers and I are 

very much looking forward to reaching as many children and families as possible.  Any-

one interested in either preschool or one– to two-year-old care, please contact Tracey 

Brown for details. 
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From the Deacon of 24/7 Life Mnistries 

Carol Nealley 
 

Got Giftcards? 
Did you receive gift cards for Christmas that don’t suit your style? LWCC has a place where we can 

put those gift cards to use! Our benevolence and fellowship stars can use almost ANY GIFT CARD 

that you would like to donate to LWCC. 

 

Throughout the year we are in constant  need of gift cards for our different caring ministry needs. 

We can use grocery cards, gas cards, restaurant cards, pharmacy cards, clothing store cards, coffee 

cards, etc!  We can use almost any card that you would like to donate to our Caring Ministry. Please 

see Carol Nealley for details on donating your unwanted gift cards to LWCC. We will put those to 

use for benevolence and caring needs! Thank You! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Zone is LifeWater’s youth group that meets on Wednesday nights at          

7 p.m. at the church (unless otherwise stated).    

 

Our topics for January:  

  January 1:    No Youth Group 
  January 8:    “Grey Areas:  Music: Right or Wrong?” 
  January 15:  “Grey Areas:  Swearing: Right or Wrong?” 
  January 22:  “Grey Areas:  Drinking: Right or Wong?” 
  January 29:  “Grey Areas:  Marijuana: Right or Wrong?” 
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Ladies, join us on Sunday, January 26 from 1:00-3:00 p.m. in the Café for 

our  jewelry/craft class.  If you want to make jewelry, bring your supplies.  

You can also bring another craft to work on.  This will be a great opportu-

nity to work on your craft and fellowship with other women from        

LifeWater.  If questions, please see Karen Smith.   



 

Missions and Outreach Ministries 

Thailand—  

Dr. Katherine 
Welch  
 

Pray for Dr. Katherine as 
she begins working with 
IDEAS after serving with 
Interserve for the last eight 
years.  As she serves with 
IDEAS, she will have more 
opportunity to take her work of addressing the health conse-
quences of abuse, exploitation, and human trafficking to the 
next level. Pray for God’s guidance for Dr. Katherine in this 
new chapter in her life.  
 

 

Bulgaria— Rich and Judy Witmer  
 
Please pray for Rich and Judy as they continue to minister in 
Bulgaria. 

Dr. Katherine Welch,  
Rich and Judy Witmer 
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I wanted to give everyone an update since I last shared a few months ago.  As some of you recall, 
the Southside Optimist Club asked me to speak at their meeting back in mid-spring about my    
medical situation and how it changed my life and affected my faith.  They most generously donated 
to LWCC to help purchase the fence for the play area.  During the Johnny Appleseed Festival, my 
son and I, along with a few from the church, donated time at their fundraising booth to show our  
appreciation for their donation.  They raised $36,000 in two days, all of which will be donated 
throughout the year to children’s charities or projects. 
 
My son and I were invited to be their guests at their year-end Christmas Dinner Banquet.             
Mr. Lambert (my high school industrial arts teacher) spoke kindly of our church and how they were 
thankful that we helped with their fundraiser. They then surprised me by presenting LifeWater with a 
check for $350.00 for the purchase of the gates, which will complete the fence project. 
 
If you have a moment and wish to help me thank them for their overall kindness to our children and 
community, you can send a short thank you to: 
 
   Southside Optimist Club 
   c/o Jim Lambert 
   9631 Bluffton Road 
   Fort Wayne, IN 46809                                                            Thank you, 

 Tim White 

Shepherd’s Closet 

Susan Welch 
 

The supplier that provides items for our Shepherd’s Closet 
paper ministry is rarely able to provide the following items: 
 

 Liquid Dish Soap 
 Shampoo 
 Conditioner 
 Foil 
 Plastic Wrap 
 Hand / Body Lotion 
 Facial Tissues 

 
We could also use disposable razors. 
 
There are labeled bins at the church in the café to collect 
these items. Please consider grabbing a couple of these 
items during your next regular grocery store trip to add to 
this ministry.  Thank you!! 
 



 

January 2014 Calendar—LWCC 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1                    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church office closed 
No youth group  
No small groups 

2 

 

Kari Mahara’s small 
group—not meeting  

3 

 

4  Worship practice        

        (Sanctuary) - TBA 
 
 

6 p.m.—Prayer meeting 
(Café) 

5 

 
8:45 a.m. —Chidester 
small group (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 

6 

 
6:30 p.m.—Jack 
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s) 
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 

 

7 

 

8 

 

7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.  Small Group—Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 pm. Small Group—Dave 
Smith (Church) 

9 

 

6:30 p.m. Women’s Small 
Group—Kari Mahara 
(Café)  

10 11 Worship practice        

           (Sanctuary) - TBA 
 
 
 
 
6 p.m.—Prayer meeting 
(Café)  
 
 

12 

8:45 a.m. —Chidester 
small group (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning     
service (Sanctuary) 
 
11:30 a.m.—Small group 
leaders’ meeting (Café)  
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 
 
 
 

 

13 

 
6:30 p.m.—Jack 
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s) 
 
7 p.m.—Special all-church 
prayer service (Sanctuary) 
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 
 
 

14 

                              
 
 
 

15 

 
7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.  Small Group—Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 pm. Small Group—Dave 
Smith (Church) 

 
 

16 

 
6:30 p.m. Women’s Small 
Group—Kari Mahara 
(Café)  

17 

 

 

18  Worship practice        

           (Sanctuary) - TBA 
 
 
6 p.m.—Prayer  meeting 
(Café) 
 

 

19 

 
 8:45 a.m. —Chidester 
small group (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 

20 

 

6:30 p.m.—Jack 
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s)   
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 
 

NEWSLETTER INFO   
SUBMISSION     
DEADLINE 

21 

 

 

22 

 

7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.  Small Group—Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 pm. Small Group—Dave 
Smith (Church) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

23 

 

6:30 p.m. Women’s Small 
Group—Kari Mahara 
(Café)  

24 25  Worship practice        

           (Sanctuary) - TBA 

 

6 p.m.—Prayer meeting 
(Café) 

26 

 

 8:45 a.m. —Chidester 
small group (Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
1 p.m.—Jewelry/Craft 
class (Café)  
 
7 p.m.—Gerber men’s 
small group (Café) 

27 

 

6:30 p.m.—Jack 
Ridenour’s small group (at 
Dave and Barb Umber’s)   
 
8 p.m.—Stephen Lane’s 
small group (Café) 

28 29 

 

7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.  Small Group—Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 pm. Small Group—Dave 
Smith (Church) 

30 

 

6:30 p.m. Women’s Small 
Group—Kari Mahara 
(Café)  

31  
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Church Board, Elders and Staff 
Planning Retreat 


