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Pastor’s Point: 

 

“I am a Servant” 
 
 

“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.  “May your word to me 
be fulfilled.”  Then the angel left her.”  Luke 1:38. 
 
In our latest series, “The Call,” we have been focusing on the call 
God lays on our hearts to surrender all to Him. There is no better 
example of this than Mary. Here was a simple woman with       
extraordinary faith. Initially Mary was very troubled by the angel’s 
words. It seemed ridiculous to her that she was going to have a 
baby. She wasn’t married and she hadn’t had sexual relations 
with any man. How could she be pregnant? The angel basically 
said, “Trust me. It will happen.” It’s unlikely Mary understood the 
details all that clearly, so she had to make a choice. Would she be 
obedient and believe, or would she doubt? 
 
In Luke 1:38 we see her decision. She made the choice to be 
obedient.  “I am the Lord’s servant.” Can you imagine the talk, the 
disgust, the rejection that Mary was about to go through, all       
because she made the commitment to be obedient and surrender 
all to God? Even her own fiancé didn’t believe right away. But 
God protected her and blessed her for her decision.   
 
My question for you this Christmas season is “What is God asking 
you to do?” Maybe you are fearful, you think it sounds ridiculous, 
or it’s going to cost you a lot.  How will you respond to God’s call 
on your life?  Will you be obedient and surrender all to Him or will 
you say, “I’m not going to do that? I need to keep some of the 
control so I can feel safe. I am not sure I can trust God that 
much.” Let me encourage you to let go. Let God have control over 
your life.  Be willing to say, “I am the Lord’s servant.”  He will bless 
you in such a great way.  God needs servants to further His king-
dom. 
 
Pastor Doug 
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Monday:  9 a.m.—6 p.m. 
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Sunday Services: 
Worship Service:   10 a.m.—Sanctuary 

December 2014 
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jlehman@lifewatercc.org 



CHURCH BOARD:  
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 Benevolence (gas, food, medication) 
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Becky Lane (450-4716)  
beckylane1956@gmail.com 

 Nursery 

 Children’s Ministry 

 Youth Group 

 Adult Education 

 Life Groups 
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 Community Outreach: fall festival /    
outdoor concerts 

 Local and Overseas Missions 
 

 
 
 

 Upcoming Sermon Messages: 

 

In December, we will finish up “The Call” series, 

and then begin our Christmas programs. 

 

        December 7th:                                         

       “The Call:  Finish” 

 

 

December 14th:                                                              

“The Night That Changed Everything” 

December 21st:                                                                      

Children’s Christmas Program 

December 28th:                                                                        

“Let Us Worship the King” 

 

To listen to the current and previous sermon series, go to 

the LifeWater website at www.lifewatercc.org and click on 

the Services link. Then go to the date of the sermon you 

wish to hear.  
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Christmas Eve Service  
December 24, 7:00 p.m.  

 
Join us for our Christmas Eve Service  
on Wednesday, December 24th at    
7:00 p.m. at LifeWater as we celebrate 
the birth of our Savior and Lord.   We 
will sing Christmas carols, take      
communion, and light candles. Mark 
your calendars for this wonderful    
family service.  
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Remember in Prayer:  
 
Health Issues:   
 Stacy Thompson:  she does not require eye surgery right now, but is being checked for Multiple    

Sclerosis (MS). She is also taking steroids for Optic Neuritis. 
 Tim and Tracy White:  current battles they are facing 
 Margot Ullman:  cancer treatment 
 Michelle, Ally, and Alex Vorhees:  Lyme Disease 
 Karen Smith’s mother, Bea Barnes:  critically ill (recovering from high-risk surgery in November) 
 Ella Mahara:  recovering from eye surgery in November 
 Doug Bowman’s wife, Deb:  recovering from recent gallbladder surgery 
 
Other: 
 Our missionaries: Dr. Katherine Welch, and Rich and Judy Witmer. Please also remember retired 

minister Reynold Jean Baptiste still serving in Haiti.  
 Kids Krossing Daycare and Preschool 
 Salvation of our Person of Interest and good contact during the Christmas season 
 Thanksgiving and Christmas activities 
 Rich Quintano: serving as an Operation Christmas Child floor manager at the Denver processing center during November 

through mid-December 

 

 
The first Monday of every month we will have a prayer  

meeting in the café from 7 – 8 p.m.   

December prayer meeting date is:  December 1st 

 
The elders also pray for the Sunday service every Saturday     

evening at  6 p.m. in the café. Anyone is welcome to join this  

special prayer time.  

LifeWater Apparel 
 

Stephen Lane announced on Sunday, November 23rd that we are now taking orders for       
apparel imprinted with our LifeWater Community Church logo. You can choose from items that 
are in the catalog on the info table, such as various polo shirts;  long sleeve, short sleeve, and 
pocket tees; fleece letterman jackets; sweatshirts; fleece zip jackets, and a variety of other 
items. 

 
The price of items will depend upon what you order, plus an $8 stitching charge.  If you get an item that is silk-screened, 
there will be an additional $5 charge as well.  
 
If interested in placing an order, please browse through the catalog and fill out the order 
form on the info table.  Contact Stephen if you have questions about any items in the 
catalog.  You can order at any time, but if you want to receive an order before Christ-
mas, please place an order soon. 



 

 FOR THE RECORD:  October  
 2014 2013 

Total giving: $    6,732.00 $ 11,406.00 

Weekly average: $    1,683.00 $   2,851.00 

Weekly budget: $    2,598.00  

Year-to-date giving: $116,081.00 $109,278.00 

Year-to-date budget: $111,717.00  

   

Average attendance 

per service: 

84 90 

Charis Corner:  Stories of Grace in a Broken World 

By Kari Mahara 

 
I write this as my daughter, Ella, is having surgery. This experience has been a true test of my trust in God. For the past year, I’ve 

sought the Lord and painfully let Him change me. I surrendered my will. I released my need for control. I’ve turned to Him to  be 

my strength. I have discovered that these difficult circumstances mold me into the woman He wants me to be. And it hurts. 

 

Recently during a Sunday service, Jared Gerber asked for people to share what God has done in their lives. I shared how this stage 

of my life is a struggle—learning to parent strong-willed children, coping with Ella’s upcoming surgery, and enduring countless 

hours alone with my children. Don’t get me wrong. I adore my children. It’s just exhausting caring for two toddlers and a willful 

preschooler. It’s especially difficult when I’m up throughout the night and have no break during the day. But as I shared this Sun-

day, it’s so liberating to surrender to God. His strength gets me through the day and gives me rest. Going through these experi-

ences has given me some interesting insights into how God sees us. 

 

First, my little Rudy. He’s recently decided he wants to be the boss and hold the power. You can see this clearly when I say no. He 

screams, throws things, balls his fists, and scowls at me. He isn’t going to roll over and accept that I have his best interests in 

mind; he’s going to fight me tooth and nail. Why? He’s hoping I’ll cave and give him what he wants. How often do we do this 

with God? I’ve been writing a few pieces on “when God says no.” When God told me to rewrite the beginning of my novel, I gave  

Him the silent treatment. I sat in silence with Him, argued with Him, and sulked away without reading my Bible. Why? Because I 

was hoping he’d cave and give me what I wanted. But eventually, I surrendered and did what he said, and by doing so, my 

novel—and my faith—is much stronger. 

 

Right now, Little Ella is under anesthesia for the first time. It’s terrifying. Rudy was videotaping Ella and I singing a song from 

Tangled, and I started tearing up at the end. My mind reminds me she’s going to be fine. I completely trust her doctors. But when I 

face God with my daughter, it’s so difficult to leave her in His hands. I have to trust Him—surrender my will to His plan—

because in this situation, I have no control. There’s nothing I can do, and it’s painful. But in this instance, I can worship God 

through my obedience—my surrender. Instead of worrying, I’m writing about the good God has done in my life. 

 

Through these trials, I can show God I love Him by submitting to His will and trusting Him with my greatest treasures. He helps 

me persevere through each trial, and I trust Him a little more each time. This has been a life verse for me. 

 

Isaiah 49:14-16a: 

“But Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.’ ‘Can a woman forget her  

nursing child, that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? Even these may forget,  

yet I will not forget you. Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands.’” 
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JANUARY 2015 NEWSLETTER SUBMISSION DEADLINE:   
 info due by December 18th. 

 
Please send newsletter submissions to   

Judi Lehman at jlehman@lifewatercc.org  

or place in the marked tray in the church office. 

 

 
 

 

Rudy Mahara III 12/8 

Nick Knoblauch 12/12 

Cody Gelwicks 12/15 

Josh Gelwicks 12/30 



 

24/7 Life Ministries 
Carol Nealley, Deaconess 

 
Meal Ministry:  How do you find out about our current Meal Ministry needs?  Simply go to our website, 
www.lifewatercc.org, and sign in under the member section.  On the first page, you will see “Meal Minis-
try.”  If you click on the link, you will find the “Sign Up Genius” for the current Meal Ministry.  There you will 
find a calendar and all of the special instructions for meal requests. Please sign up for as many dates as 
you like. If you need to change your date or your meal, you are free to make changes to your sign up. 
Just use the edit feature where it says “I need to change my sign up.”  The Sign Up Genius will allow you 
to change items as necessary.  We currently have an on-going need for weekly meals for the Voorhees 
family.  If you have any questions, please contact Carol Nealley.  
 
 
 
 
 
Women’s Christmas Fellowship Event: Ladies, please join us for our annual Christmas event, which 
will be held at LWCC on Sunday, December 21st at 5:30 p.m. We will have an evening of fellowship with 
dinner, door prizes, silent auction, cookie exchange, and caroling.  Childcare will be provided for those 
who need it.  We do, however, need to know how many kids to plan for, so please let us know if you are 
bringing little ones.  Who is invited?  All LWCC ladies and their guests.  What to wear?  Your favorite 
Christmas sweater, jeans, and holiday sparkle.  What to bring?  The dinner and door prizes are free, but 
you may want to bring your checkbook or some cash if you wish to participate in the silent auction or the 
“cash option” for door prize tickets. If you would like to donate a door prize for this event, it would be 
greatly appreciated.  Please make sure all door prizes are in new condition, unopened, etc.  Gift cards are 
some of the most popular items, so if you can donate any type of gift card, that would be awesome!     
Donations for door prizes or silent auction accepted until December 17th. Please give any donations to 
Carol Nealley.  
 
If you plan to make cookies to participate in the cookie exchange (which is optional), please bring three 
dozen cookies. The sign up sheet for the Women’s Christmas Fellowship event will be on the info table 
beside the cookie table beginning December 7th.  Please sign up by December 17th if you plan to attend 
so that we may plan for seating and food.  If you have questions, please contact Carol Nealley at         
438-5134 or Judi Lehman at 580-4406.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Pastor Appreciation Sunday was held on November 30th.  
Thanks to all of you who sent cards, emails, prayers, and 
contributions for Pastor Doug and Kim.  We are so blessed 
to have Pastor Doug and Kim in leadership serving along 
beside us!  Please continue to pray for Doug, Kim, and their 
families throughout the entire year. They have made great 
sacrifices to be our leaders at LifeWater. 
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The Zone is LifeWater’s youth group for middle school 

and high school students. They meet at the church on 

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. (unless otherwise stated 

below).    

 

December topics: 

 December   3rd:   “The Supernatural Side of Christmas:  Angels” 
 December 10th:  “The Supernatural Side of Christmas:  Dreams” 
 December 17th:    Reindeer Chase 
 December 24th:   Christmas Eve Service 
 December 31st:    No youth group— have a great New Year’s Eve! 

Deep End Ministries: Life Groups                                                                            

Becky Lane, Deaconess  

 
Life Groups are our small groups with a focus on being Jesus’ disciples, encouraging each other as we 
seek to hear God’s Word and obey it. As we consider the Lord’s message to us through Pastor Doug’s 
sermon each week, the goal is to be transformed, not only in mind, but also in heart and behavior. If 
you are not part of a group yet, please consider joining one of the following groups:  
 
COACHES:    DAY, TIME, LOCATION: 
Deb Price and Carole Brace:      Sunday, 8:45 a.m. at the church (Café). 
Jared and Beth Gerber:    Sunday, 4:30 p.m. at their home, 15702 Zubrick Road, Roanoke, IN  
                 Possible childcare provided. 
Stephen Lane (men’s group):  Monday, 7:30 p.m. at the church (Children’s Classroom). 
Becky Lane (women’s group):  Monday, 7:30 p.m. at the church (Youth Room).  
Doug Beutler (men’s group):  Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. at the church. 
Kari Mahara (women’s group): Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. at the church (Youth Room).  Childcare provided.  
Sharyn Mackey:   Tuesday & Thursday, 7:00 p.m. at the church (Shepherd’s Closet). 
Lynn Knee:      Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. at the church (Café).  
Kim Beutler:    Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. at the church (Children’s Classroom). 
 
There will be a three-week break from structured Life Groups over Christmas and New Year’s, but each 
group will decide if there will be a social gathering during that time. 
 
The coaches meet for a Life Group Coaches’ Meeting after the service on the first Sunday of each month.  
 
If you have any questions or need more information, please contact Becky at 450-4716.  
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Children’s Ministry and Kids Krossing Daycare Update 
              Tracey Brown, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
  
Kids Krossing:  

 Preschool/daycare themes for December:  Letters J, K & L; the color yellow;     
numbers 7 & 8; and star shape.  Our Bible verse is James 1:17, “Every good and perfect 
gift is from above.”  We will also be reading and learning about the birth of Jesus this 
month and singing Christmas carols.  The daycare will be closed on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day.  I am currently planning to have the daycare open on Friday, Decem-
ber 26. 

 
 
Children’s Ministry:   

 Christmas Program:  The date for the LWCC Kids Christmas Program is Sunday, December 21st.       
Program rehearsal is on Saturday, December 20th from 2:00—4:30 p.m.  This will also be our Kids’ 
Christmas party.  All kids who plan to participate in the program on the 21st need to attend, especially 
those with speaking parts. 

 

 Labels for Education:  We are also now a part of the Labels for Education program!  This program will 
help Children’s Ministry and Kids Krossing Daycare earn FREE educational materials.  You can help us 
earn points by looking for the below label.  You can find this logo on over 2,500 products, including 
Campbell’s, Pepperidge Farms, Danimals, V8, Glad, Pace, Post, and Swanson.  Just clip the UPC codes 
and drop them in the Labels for Education box in the church office.  Thank you!!! 
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Shepherd’s Closet: Susan Welch 
 
The Shepherd’s Closet, our outreach ministry to the less fortu-
nate, has lost its main funder. This is an essential ministry 
because the food banks and other agencies do not offer paper 
products to their clients. We have stood in the gap for several 
years now.  We want to continue to stand in the gap.  Thank 
you for helping during November by contributing paper prod-
ucts like toilet paper, baby diapers, and paper towels, as well 
as adult and children’s toothpaste and toothbrushes, razors, 
and other personal care items.  We will continue to collect 
items on an on-going basis.  We ask that you bring your items  
to the café and put them in the tote labeled Shepherd’s 
Closet. Let’s continue to  impact our world for Christ!! 
 
 

Please read the information on the  
Missions bulletin board for the latest  
updates on:  
 
 
 Dr. Katherine Welch, Thailand  
 

 Rich and Judy Witmer, Bulgaria 
 
 Ashley Evans, Cru 

 
 
 

Missions and Outreach Ministries: 



 

Missions and Outreach Ministries (continued) 
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Operation Christmas Child:  
   Patti Quintano  

 
Heartfelt thanks to all who helped us send off a record 224 shoe boxes this year!  Some of you shopped 
and donated items, some of you packed them up on Friday night, December 21st, at our OCC packing 
party, and some of you did both.  May God bless you for your generous hearts!  God has used us to tell 

224 children the good news of His Greatest Gift in this unique and powerful way . . . Children who otherwise would not have 
heard!  Will we meet some of our shoe box recipients in heaven one day??? What an amazing thought! 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Pray for Rich Quintano who is serving as a floor 

leader during November/December at the OCC 

Processing Center in Denver 



 

 
December 2014 Calendar—LWCC 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 

7 p.m.—Special all-church 
prayer service (Café)  
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Men’s):  Stephen Lane 
(Children’s Classroom) 
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Women’s): Becky Lane 
(Youth Room) 

2 

7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Women’s): Kari Mahara  
(Youth Room) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Men’s): Doug Beutler 
(Church) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

3 

7 p.m.—Youth Group 
 
7 p.m. — Life Group: Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 p.m.—Life Group:  Kim 
Beutler (Children’s Class-
room) 

4 

7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

5 6 

TBD—Worship Band 
practice (Sanctuary)  
 
6 p.m.—Prayer  meeting 
(Café) 

7 

8:45 a.m. — Life Group: 
Deb Price/Carol Brace 
(Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service  
(Sanctuary) 
 
11:30 a.m.—Life Group 
Coaches’ Meeting (Café) 
 
4:30 p.m. —Life Group: 
Jared and Beth Gerber (at    
Gerber’s home) 

8 

7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Men’s):  Stephen Lane 
(Children’s Classroom) 
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Women’s): Becky Lane 
(Youth Room) 

 

 

 

9 

7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Women’s): Kari Mahara  
(Youth Room) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Men’s): Doug Beutler 
(Church) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

10 

7 p.m. – Youth Group 
 
7 p.m. — Life Group: Lynn 
Knee (Café) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group:  Kim 
Beutler (Children’s Class-
room) 

11 

7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

12 

 

13 

TBD—Worship Band 
practice (Sanctuary)  
 
6 p.m.—Prayer  meeting 
(Café) 

14 

8:45 a.m. — Life Group: 
Deb Price/Carol Brace 
(Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
4:30 p.m. — Life Group: 
Jared and Beth Gerber (at    
Gerber’s home) 

15 

7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Men’s):  Stephen Lane 
(Children’s Classroom) 
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Women’s): Becky Lane 
(Youth Room) 

16 

7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Women’s): Kari Mahara  
(Youth Room) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Men’s): Doug Beutler 
(Church) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

 

17 

7 p.m. — Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 p.m.—Life Group:  Kim 
Beutler (Children’s Class-
room) 

18 

7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 
 
Newsletter Info 

Submission  

Deadline 

 
 

 

19 

 
 

 

20 

TBD—Worship Band 
practice (Sanctuary)  
 
2:00—4:30 p.m.—Practice 
for Children’s program / 
Kids’ party 
 
6  p.m.—Prayer  meeting 
(Café) 

21 

8:45 a.m. — Life Group: 
Deb Price/Carol Brace 
(Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) - Children’s 
Christmas Program  

 

5:30 pm.—Women’s Christ-
mas Fellowship (Basement) 
 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

7 p.m.  Christmas Eve 
Service  (Sanctuary) 
 
Daycare and 

Church Office 

Closed 

 
 
 
  

25 

Christmas  —

Daycare and 

Church Office 

Closed 

26 

 

27 

 

TBD—Worship Band 
practice (Sanctuary)  
 
6  p.m.—Prayer  meeting 
(Café) 

28 

8:45 a.m. — Life Group: 
Deb Price/Carol Brace 
(Café) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) 
 
 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

New Year’s Eve 

 

Church office/

Daycare will 

close at 1 p.m. 

 

Looking Ahead: 
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Jan. 4:  New sermon series begins 

 

Please check with your LifeGroup leader to see if group is meeting this week. 


