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Pastor’s Point: 
 

Area #2: Leadership Development 

 
The second area that the Lord spoke to your leadership team about during the 
January retreat was Leadership Development. I Timothy 4:14 says, “Do not    
neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body 
of elders laid their lands on you.  Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to 
them so that everyone may see your progress.” 
 
As we look ahead in 2015, leadership development becomes a very important part 
of making disciples. It is not an either-or proposition. If we are making disciples then 
we will be developing leaders. If we are developing leaders then we will be making 
disciples. Here were some of the things the Lord laid on our hearts to accomplish 
this coming year: 
 
 Pray for a Deacon for The Bridge Ministries (Connecting).  We are very      

excited about Sharyn Mackey coming on in this capacity. 
 Sharyn will be reading two very important books, “The Prayer of Jabez” and 

“Pursuing God Together” so she can get caught up with the rest of the church 
board and elders. 

 We will be developing a membership database which will enable us to track 
members’ spiritual gifts, personality profile, talents, and passions. 

 We want to manage our volunteers more effectively.  We want to try to avoid 
overworking people while challenging those who are underworked to become 
more involved in the ministry here at LWCC. 

 We want the deacons and elders to use the database to assist in considering 
people for service in specific ministries. 

 We want to begin a mentoring ministry where people who are ready for the 
next step in leadership can begin to gain experience on the elder and deacon 
boards. 

 After three months, we want to conduct a follow-up interview with those who 
complete the “Joining the Team” membership class, answering questions and 
clarifying opportunities. 

 We will encourage board members to attend “Joining the Team” training      
sessions and explain their ministries. 

 We finally want to encourage all members to take a “refresher” course in our 
“Joining the Team” membership class.  

 
As you can see, we have a lot to do in the area of Leadership Development, but 
between Sharyn, the elders, and the deacons, we believe we can make significant 
improvements as we make disciples.  
 
For His Kingdom, 
Pastor Doug 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:   

Helping each ‘family’ find 
and fully follow Christ 
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Jared Gerber 
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jared_beth@juno.com   (260) 417-2561 
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stephenlane1957@gmail.com  (260) 450-1332 
 

Tracey Brown 
Director of Children’s Ministries 

tbrown@lifewatercc.org 
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Church office: (260) 432-3717 
     Church website: www.lifewatercc.org 

 
Pastor Doug’s Office Hours*: 

Monday:  9 a.m.—6 p.m. 
Tuesday: 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 

Wednesday: 10 a.m.—8:30 p.m. 
Thursday:  Office closed 
Friday:  9 a.m.—5 p.m. 

 
(*If no one is in the office during office hours, 

Pastor Doug is at an appointment with      
someone off-site.) 

Sunday Services: 
Worship Service:   10 a.m.—Sanctuary 

April  2015 

Newsletter and bulletin submissions;    
facility reservations:                                        

jlehman@lifewatercc.org 



CHURCH BOARD:  
 

Chairman of the Board: 
Dick Moore (615-3847) 
dickmooore@gmail.com 
 
Senior Pastor / Elder:  
Doug Beutler  (438-6804)   
dbeutler@lifewatercc.org 
 
Elder:  
Jared Gerber  (417-2561)  
jared_beth@juno.com 
 
Elder:  
Stephen Lane (450-1332) 
stephenlane1957@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer, Waterline Ministries: 
Patti Quintano (672-8021)   
pquintano@lifewatercc.org 
 
Secretary:   
Karen Smith (260-610-1033) 
karenjune1959@gmail.com 
 
Deaconess of 24/7 Life Ministries:  
Carol Nealley (438-5134)                              
cnealley@comcast.net 

 Benevolence (gas, food, medication) 

 Church fellowship 

 Meal ministry 

 Women’s and Men’s fellowships 
 
Deaconess of Deep End Ministries:  
Becky Lane (450-4716)  
beckylane1956@gmail.com 

 Nursery 

 Children’s Ministry 

 Youth Group 

 Adult Education 

 Life Groups 
 
Deacon of Water Works Ministries:  
Dan Knee (432-4417)  
lynndanfw@frontier.com 

 Facilities  
 
Deaconess of The Edge Ministries: 
Annette Pugh (804-1416) 
kitty46804@gmail.com 

 Community Outreach: fall festival /    
outdoor concerts 

 Local and Overseas Missions 
 
Deaconess of The Bridge Ministries: 
Sharyn Mackey (312-8236) 

 Joining the Team 
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MAY 2015 NEWSLETTER  SUBMISSION DEADLINE:   

 info due by April 20th. 
Please send newsletter submissions to  Judi Lehman                                      

at jlehman@lifewatercc.org  
or place in the marked tray in the church office. 

Easter Week 2015 
 

 
Friday, April 3rd at 7 p.m.:   
Join us for our annual Good Friday Service as we celebrate in quiet 
reflection of the crucifixion of Christ.  As you enter the sanctuary 
there will be music playing.  Every 15 minutes there will be a video 
that is shown.  You can take communion anytime you are ready.   
 
Saturday, April 4th:  
The children will have their annual Easter Egg Hunt at 10 a.m. out-
doors on the church lawn. This event is open to kids one year old 
through 5th grade from LifeWater, Kids Crossing, the Liberty Hills 
neighborhood, and your friends and family!  

 
Our church family has the opportunity again this year to buy and 
bring in flowers to decorate the sanctuary for Easter. Flowers should 
be brought to the church no later than noon on April 4th.  Flowers 
can then be taken home following the Easter service, or you can 
donate them to be planted in the church’s landscape. If you have 
questions, please contact Karen Smith at (260) 610-1033. 
 
Easter Sunday, April 5th:  
Don’t miss this exciting day, which begins at      
9 a.m. with a “Sunrise Breakfast.”  If you want to 
help with the breakfast, please sign up through 
the Sign Up Genius email that was recently    
distributed.  After April 3rd, please contact Carol 
Nealley at 438-5134 if you want to assist and/or 
provide food items. We will need volunteers to 
help set up, bring food for the breakfast, and  
clean up. Rich Brown will lead the men in      
preparing homemade waffles, sausage, and  
coffee.  We will also be serving hot breakfast 
casseroles, a selection of doughnuts and      
pastries, and juice.  Bring the whole family! 
 
The celebration continues with our service at 10 a.m. The service 
will be designed for your Person of Interest and will center on the 
events that happened on that Saturday and Easter Sunday of Holy 
Week.  Pastor Doug will conclude his Easter series, “The Plan.” 
 
 



 

  

 

Upcoming Sermon Messages: 

 

Have you ever read the Easter story and wondered if God might 

have felt a bit out of control — like events were not going as 

planned? Or were the many twists and turns that happened that last 

week of Jesus’ life all part of a well-organized plan?  Instead of    

everything being out of control, it was actually all under God’s     

control and part of His plan. Come join us as we explore these situa-

tions and learn how God had a plan and was in control then and 

how He has a plan and is in control now.  

March 29th:  “The Plan:  Palm Sunday” 

April 5th:        “The Plan: A New Day” 

 

Impacting the world for Christ, caring for the hurting, providing 

shelter for the homeless, sending people overseas to reach the 

lost, helping children learn about Jesus, leading the congregation 

in authentic worship through music, making sure the website is 

up to date, sending out a monthly newsletter, working with the 

youth of the church, Life Group coaches investing in their people, 

making disciples, making sure the church light bill is paid on 

time . . . . I could go on and on.  The task is impossible. Too many 

things to do, too little time, not enough money. It is a crisis that any organization or business 

may face on a daily basis.  But we are not any organization or business…we are the church.  

Come and find out how God has prepared you and I to fulfill God’s impossible mission.   

April 12th        “Mission Impossible: Built to Serve” 

April 19th: “Mission Impossible: The Heart of a Servant” 
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Remember in Prayer:  
 
Sympathy: 

 Our condolences and prayers are extended to Dan and Lynn Knee and family upon 
the death of their son, Mark, in a skiing accident on March 29 in Michigan. Pray for Mark’s 
wife, Jen, and their two sons, Adam and Carter. A college trust fund has been established 
for Mark’s sons. Dan and Lynn would prefer that instead of flowers, donations are made to 
the fund for their grandsons. If you wish to give to this special fund, please go to 
www.themarkkneememorial.com.   

 Our condolences are extended to Julie (Steve) Beers and Amanda (Jeremy) Gordley 
upon the recent passing of their father / grandfather.     

 

Health Issues:   
 Cristal Reader and family:  Pray for the mother of Cristal’s husband, Jason, who has uterine cancer. Her name is 

Cindy. Also, Jason’s stepmother, Julie, recently had brain cancer surgery.  Pray for the rest of the family, also, during 
this very difficult time.  

 Caleb Gerber: recovering from a broken leg 
 Stacy Thompson:  her eye surgery has been postponed until the end of the year. Pray as she adjusts to the new  

medication for her Multiple Sclerosis.  
 Tim and Tracy White:  current battles they are facing 
 Margot Ullman:  victory over cancer 
 Michelle, Ally, and Alex Vorhees:  Lyme Disease 
 
Other: 
 Our missionaries: Dr. Katherine Welch, serving in Thailand; and Rich and Judy Witmer, serving in Bulgaria.  Please 

also remember retired minister Reynold Jean Baptiste still serving in Haiti.  
 Kids Krossing Daycare and Preschool 

 

Starting April 12th, the elders will be praying for the Sunday service every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. 
in the Youth Room.  Anyone is welcome to join this special prayer time.  

 
The first Monday of every month we will have a prayer meeting in the Café from 7 – 8 p.m. to pray for 

 special needs of the church.  April’s prayer meeting date is:  April 6th 

Recording Sound Techs Needed 
 

We have an immediate need for Recording Sound Techs.  No experience is necessary as we will train 
you.  This position is being created to assist in producing a quality recording for our website. 
 
You will learn to record the Sunday morning worship and sermon live, edit it as needed, and save it 
on a PC in MP3 format. Again, no experience is required, just a desire to serve and a good pair of 
ears. 
 
Please see Mike Nealley or Doug Bowman if you are interested. We are looking for at least three  
people to take turns on Sunday mornings in this position.  If you are interested, a list of the detailed 
duties of this position will be provided for you to review.   
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Prayer at LifeWater Community Church 
by Stephen Lane 

 
We continue this month with a look at prayer and will consider a very simple foundation of effective prayer: 
Make Time to Pray!  Maybe you just fell off your chair laughing at that title.  However, let’s face it: if we don’t 
make time to pray we’re never going to grow in the depth, power, passion, joy, intimacy, etc. of prayer that 
God intends for it to have! 
 
Maybe one of the most important questions we can ask a person – and that includes ourselves – is “When do 
you pray?  When is your time with God?”  We have been encouraged/challenged to become more consistent in 
this area as we have been talking about the 5-5-5.  For those who are newer to our body that stands for the  
desire we have to individually spend 5 minutes in quiet, 5 minutes in prayer and to do that 5 days a week.  
Some do far more than that and others struggle with the regularity or some other part of this ‘discipline.’  I 
think most of us, however, are spending more time with the Lord today than last fall when this 5-5-5 was    
introduced . . . and that is good! 
 
Most of us need to set a daily prayer time or times if we hope to build a dynamic prayer life.  We may choose 
morning, afternoon, or evening, but we need to at least choose a time, or several times, for prayer.  Examples 

abound of those who have done this.  In Jesus’ day there were three hours of prayer: the third, sixth and the 
ninth hour of the day, or 9:00 a.m., 12 noon and 3:00 p.m.  These were faithfully observed by the Old Testa-
ment saints, the New Testament Church and by our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Adoniram Judson was the first protestant missionary sent from North America to serve in Burma (now known 
as Myanmar).  After his death, about one in every 58 Burmese had come to Christ!  He said that we are to pray 
seven times a day: 
 

“Endeavor seven times a day to withdraw from business and company and lift up thy soul to God … 
Begin the day by rising after midnight and devoting some time amid the silence and darkness of the 
night to this sacred work.  Let the hour of opening dawn find thee at the same work.  Let the hours 
of nine, twelve, three, six and nine at night witness the same.  Be resolute in thy cause.  Make all 
practical sacrifices to maintain it.  Consider that thy time is short and that business and company 
must not be allowed to rob thee of thy God.”  
 

We are not all going to be able to pray seven times a day like Adoniram, but I wonder if we could not set aside 
one more time to pray than we currently do? 
 
When we met together for this month’s prayer meeting we discussed this topic, and I was reminded of some-
thing that had been a practice of mine a few years ago: I’d wake up in the middle of the night and get out of 

bed to pray and journal at my desk.  I had not been practicing this in the past few years, but was challenged to 
place the choice before the Lord and let Him direct me.  So, if the Lord wakes me up in the night, I have been   

getting up (not every time I have to admit, but most times).  Sometimes I think He jokes about it, too.  Once I 
woke up and before looking at the clock I said, “Lord, if it is after 4:30 then I am not getting up.”  I thought 
that was valid because then I wouldn’t be able to get back to sleep again afterward.  I looked at the clock and it 

was 4:24!  OK, God, I get it! 

Have these night time prayer and journaling opportunities been filled with awesome and mind-blowing new 
truths from God?  No, not especially, but it humbles me that pretty much every night He has been waking me 
up. It has made me realize how much He loves me and really wants to spend that time with me.  My heart is 
changing.  
 
So, my question to you is: “When do you pray?” 
 
Lord, help us become a people of prayer. 
 
Stephen 
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 2015 2014 

Total giving: $    8,199 $ 10,390 

Weekly average: $   2,050 $   2,598 

Weekly budget: $   2,827  

Year-to-date giving: $ 16,536 $18,705 

Year-to-date budget: $ 19,786  

   

Average attendance 
per service: 

70 80 

Children’s Ministry and Kids Krossing Daycare Update 
              Tracey Brown, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
Kids Krossing:   
In April, the preschoolers will be learning the letters V, W, and X; the numbers 17, 18, 
and 19; the color purple; and the diamond shape.   Our memory verse is Hebrews 18:8:  
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  

 
 
 
Kids Egg Hunt in April: 
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, April 4th at 10:00 a.m.  
The event is for children one year old through 5th grade and will be open to kids from 
LWCC, Kids Krossing, the Liberty Hills neighborhood, and your friends and family!.  This is 
always a really fun event for the kids and for their parents. If your Person of Interest has 
children, this is a great event to invite them to! 
 
 

April 2:   Jordan Lewis 
April 2:   Vince Pugh 
April 4:   Cristal Reader 
April 4:   Doug Beutler 
April 7:   Rick Schwarz 
April 8:   John Price 
April 11:  Xander Jacobs 
April 12:  Amanda Gordley 
April 16:  Sarah Nealley 
April 17:  Tracey Brown 
April 24:  Ronnette Armstrong 
April 28:  Bill Armstrong 
April 28:  Jacob Gelwicks 
April 30:  Rudy Mahara II 
April 30:  Jazmyn Voltz 
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The Zone is LifeWater’s youth group for middle school 

and high school students. They meet at the church on 

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. (unless otherwise stated    

below).    

 

April topics: 

 

April 1st: No Youth Group — Spring Break 
April 8th: “Myths about God:  Exposing the Kill-joy Myth” 
April 15th:  “Myths about God:  Exposing the Impersonal Force Myth” 
April 22nd: “Myths about God:  Exposing the Vending Machine God Myth” 
April 29th: “Myths about Jesus:  Exposing the Only-a-Good-Teacher Myth” 

 

Deep End Ministries: Life Groups                                                                            

Becky Lane, Deaconess  

Life Groups are our small groups with a focus on being Jesus’ disciples, encouraging each other as 
we seek to hear God’s Word and obey it.  As we consider the Lord’s message to us through Pastor 
Doug’s sermon each week, the goal is to be transformed not only in mind, but also in heart and 
behavior. If you are not part of a group yet, please consider joining one of the following groups: 
 
COACHES:    DAY, TIME, LOCATION: 
Deb Price and Carole Brace:     Sunday, 8:45 a.m. at the church (Café). 
Jared and Beth Gerber:    Sunday, 4:30 p.m. at their home, 15702 Zubrick Road, Roanoke 
              Possible childcare provided. 
Stephen Lane (men’s group):  Monday, 7:30 p.m. at the Lane’s home, 5320 Wapiti Drive 
Becky Lane (women’s group): Monday, 7:30 p.m. at the Lane’s home, 5320 Wapiti Drive 
Doug Beutler (men’s group):  *Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. at the church (Youth Room).  
          Childcare provided. 
Kari Mahara (women’s group): *Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. at the church.   Childcare provided.  
Sharyn Mackey:   Tuesday & Thursday, 7:00 p.m. at the church (Shepherd’s Closet). 
Lynn Knee:      Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. at the church (Café).  
Kim Beutler:    Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. at the church (Children’s Classroom). 
 
If you have any questions or need more information, please contact Becky at 450-4716. 
 
* These groups will meet at 6 p.m. on April 14th due to the Church Board meeting that evening at 7 p.m. 
 
There will be a meeting for Life Group coaches after the morning service on April 12th in the Café.   
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24/7 Life Ministries 
Carol Nealley, Deaconess 

   
Meal Ministry:  We have posted the Voorhees Meal Ministry Sign-Up Genius calendar for April 
through July on the LWCC website at www.lifewatercc.org.  If you are interested in participating 
in this ministry, please visit the website and sign up for a date(s) that suits your schedule.  
 
Ladies’ Craft Fellowship:   Ladies, please join us as Rosie Mann heads up our April craft      
fellowship on Sunday, April 26th from 1-3 p.m. in the Café.   She will be teaching card making 
and will have kits available to make these cards. Bring a friend or your Person of Interest.  Please 
sign up at the info table so that Rosie can prepare enough supplies. Each participant will receive 
two cards to make at no charge.  Any extra cards will be $1.50 each.  Please bring scissors and 
glue dots or a glue runner.  Don’t eat a big lunch as refreshments will be available.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Karen Smith at (260) 610-1033 or email ksmith@kch.com. 
 
Ladies’ Night Out:  We will have a ladies’ night out on Sunday, April 26th, starting at 6 p.m.  
We will meet at Carol Nealley’s house, 6431 Beaver Creek Court.  Bring an appetizer or dessert to 
share.  After some fellowship time, we’ll watch the movie, “Mom’s Night Out.” 
 
Women of Faith Conference 2015:  “Loved — The Farewell Tour”:  Ladies, mark your 
calendars now for the upcoming Women of Faith conference to be held at the Memorial Coliseum 
in Fort Wayne on  Friday, July 31st and Saturday, August 1st.  The event on Friday will be from    
7-9 p.m., and Saturday’s conference will be 9 a.m.—5 p.m.  In April we will begin a sign-up sheet 
for those who want to attend so that we can get tickets early.  After 20 years of conferences held 
in various cities across the U.S., this will be the last one, so tickets will go fast!  Additionally, the 
earlier we reserve tickets, the cheaper they will be, so please let us know if you are interested in 
attending. Please see the information table for more details.  You can also visit their website at 
www.womenoffaith.com. 
 
Men’s Night Out Follow Up:  Approximately 15 men gathered at the home of Mike Nealley on 
March 26th to watch the NCAA Championship basketball game.  It was an enjoyable night of 
food, fun and fellowship.  Thank you, Micah Gerber, for the photos! 
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Charis Corner: Stories of Grace in a Broken World 

By Kari Mahara 

 
2 Corinthians 10:3-5: “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine 
power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up 
against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 
 
Life is an ocean. Water surrounds me, stretching in all directions as far as I see. 
 
Sometimes it’s calm. The blue water is smooth, beautiful. The sun rises in the east and sets in the 
west, its vivid colors bursting from the horizon across the sky and rippling along the water. I’m at 
peace. I don’t need a life jacket or floating device. I float on my back, content in my circum-
stances. 
 

But then the storms come. The tumultuous clouds block out the light of the sun or turn red as 
blood in warning of what is to come. Waves rise and fall, tossing me about, like a mere leaf in the 
arms of a tornado. Fear flies in with the wind, choking me. What can I do? Who can help me? The 
words I AM resound in my mind. God can.  
 
I call out, and He wraps His arms around me in an instant, a life jacket strapped to my chest. I 
cling to it and wait out the storm. But what happens when the storm passes? Do I continue cling-
ing to the life jacket? Or do I relax, take it off, and toss it to the side? 
 
I’m in the middle of an ocean. Yet sometimes, lulled into security when the waves are calm, I for-
get the danger of my circumstances. Then the sky darkens. The wind whips my hair. The waves 
crash into me, and I frantically reach for my life jacket again, swearing this time not to take it off. 
 
Until the storms come again. This time, I pray for deliverance and know this will pass. Each time, 
I choke on salt water and feel bruised by the waves. I surrender control, but it’s not enough. My 
anxious thoughts swarm me again and again, haunting me with their half-truths and lies. The   
enemy taunts me. 
 
But this time, I’ve had enough. This time, I turn my gaze to the Heavens and reach out my hands. 
Jesus walks to me on the water. He waits for me. I pull myself up onto the surface of the water 
and call out, “Enough!” I claim Jesus’ words as my own. “Get behind me, Satan! You are a         
hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of 
man.” 
 
When the winds die down and the waves smooth into ripples, Jesus’ smiling face fills my sight. 
For once, I didn’t let Satan’s lies consume my mind, but instead I stood strong in Him and        
resisted the enemy. 
 
Psalm 94:19 (NLT): “When doubts filled my mind, your comfort gave me renewed hope and 
cheer.” 
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Shepherd’s Closet: Susan Welch 
 
Shepherd’s Closet still has an ongoing need for toilet paper, paper towels, shampoo, deodorant, children’s 
toothbrushes, disposable razors, feminine products, diapers (sizes 4, 5 and 6) and baby head-to-toe shampoo. 
 
Please check the bulletin board near the café each week for a current list of items urgently needed.  We ask that you 
bring your items to the Café and put them in the tote labeled Shepherd’s Closet.  Thank you for all of your contribu-
tions! They are greatly appreciated.  

Missions and Outreach Ministries: 

Thailand: Dr. Katherine Welch 
www.gorelentless.org 
 
Prayer requests for Dr. Katherine and the Relentless ministry: 

 Dr. Matilda & Prae—continue to pray for unity and growth as a team. 

 Linda has just started to help (remotely from Michigan) Dr. Katherine with executive assistant administrative tasks. 

 Josh and Jenny (doctor and counselor) here with their one-year-old son for about 2.5 months to help with clinics 
and workshops, assist with the medical side of Dr. Katherine’s work, and develop future teaching modules.  

 Courtney, who just graduated from college and plans to attend medical school.  She will be with Dr. Katherine 
March to mid-April observing and doing as much as possible, and assisting with some specific projects.  

 The number of partner organization and the work that Relentless does with them is growing.  This means a more 
complex schedule and more travel. Team development is crucial to accomplish these requests.  

 Dr. Katherine is currently raising money to purchase a vehicle for a mobile clinic and other travel needs for the 
growing team.   

 The office and salaries for Thai staff and ongoing financial needs. 

 A car for Dr. Katherine to borrow while she is in the States. 

 

Bulgaria:   Rich and Judy Witmer 
 
 Rich and Judy are grateful for the conversations about spiritual topics that they have had with some students.  Two 

of those students, including Stefan, have initiated the discussions about death. 

 The Witmers anticipate receiving the final document needed to close on the sale of their home in Bulgaria soon. 
Pray that there will be no more delays. 

 April 14-20th a group of five Americans will be arriving to lead baseball clinics.  Pray for safety, health and coopera-
tive weather. Pray that the Christian character and witness of the team members will positively impact all with 
whom they come in contact.  

Dominican Republic: Bart and Becky Brown 
 
 Becky has been very busy with weekly trips into the doctor’s office with the students, handing out medicines, bug 

and insect repellents, and with the writing of a new medical “policy” for the school.  She is also learning Spanish 
with an online course.  

 Pray for God’s daily wisdom as they interact with the students and other staff. 

 Pray for understanding a new language and culture. 

 Pray that Bart and Becky will discern how to determine the severity of illnesses of the students. 

 Pray for God to supply their financial support.  
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Missions and Outreach Ministries (continued) 

Operation Christmas Child:  
   by Rich Quintano 

 
Work is under way all over the world, enabling Operation Christmas Child to 
obey God’s will in 2015.  God already knows each child who will receive a box 
next year and He wants us to be His hands and feet.  When I worked at the Den-
ver Processing Center last fall, one of my conversations with a volunteer in-
cluded the following story.  The volunteer loved to work with wood and make 
things. He didn’t know about OCC, but made a toy car for one of his grandsons. 
That child loved the car and thanked his grandpa for it.  A few weeks later at 
Sunday School, the child heard about OCC and that God loved every child in the 
world. He learned that many children throughout the world, millions and mil-

lions of them, have never received a Christmas gift and live in very different conditions than we do. The 
little boy felt God telling him to do something, so he thought about it and brought the wooden toy car his 
grandpa had made him into church and gave it to them for a shoebox. When the volunteer next visited his 
grandson, he asked where the toy car was, because they had enjoyed playing with it together. The boy ex-
plained to his grandpa that even though he loved the toy car his grandpa had made him, God led him to 
give it away to a child who needed it much more. The volunteer asked his grandson some more questions, 
then contacted the church to get more information.  He now makes about 2,000 toy cars every year and 
supplies them directly to Samaritans Purse to place in shoe boxes!  Changing Lives! 
 
Our collection item for April is anything in the “something to play with” category.  If you’re short on ideas, 
just pick up a ball or two (or more!). You can find a wide variety at Oriental Trading 
(www.orientaltrading.com). If you prefer to shop localy, I would expect Universal Merchandise to have a 
nice selection as well.  
 
Remember the OCC theme question/answer?  Q:  Why are we doing OCC?   A:  Changing Lives in 
the Name of Jesus! 
 
When you are out shopping always look at the clearance sections and keep and eye out for a great sale. If 
you see something, say something!  Send me an email and I will send out an OCC Flash Alert.  If you like 
to bargain with people, ask for a store manager, tell them about OCC and ask if they would let you know 
when they are going to put appropriate items on clearance.  They might even offer some items as a contri-
bution.  And when you visit your dentist, please ask if they have some items they would like to contribute.  
Give them a chance to change lives, too! 
 
For more information about OCC, visit http://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-
Christmas-child/ 
 
There are great stories there about children who have received shoe boxes and you can sign up to receive 
information directly from Samaritans Purse, too.  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

NO YOUTH GROUP OR 
LIFE GROUPS (due to 
Spring Break) 

2 

7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

3 

Good Friday 

 

7 p.m.  Good Friday 
Service (Sanctuary) 

4 

TBD—Worship Band 
practice (Sanctuary)  
 
10 a.m.—Children’s Egg 
Hunt (outdoors) 
 
 

 

5 

 

Easter (He is Risen!) 

 
9 a.m. Easter Breakfast 
(Basement) 
 
10 a.m.— Easter Morning 
Service  (Sanctuary) 
 
 

6 

7 p.m.—All-Church prayer 
meeting (Café) 
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Men’s):  Stephen Lane 
(Lane’s home) 
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Women’s): Becky Lane 
(Lane’s home) 

 

7 

7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Women’s): Kari Mahara  
(Youth Room) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Men’s): Doug Beutler 
(Church) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

8 

7 p.m. – Youth Group 
 
7 p.m. — Life Group: Lynn 
Knee (Café) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group:  Kim 
Beutler (Children’s Class-
room) 

9 

7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

10 11 

TBD—Worship Band 
practice (Sanctuary)  

12 

8:45 a.m. — Life Group: 
Deb Price/Carol Brace 
(Café) 
 
9 a.m. Prayer Meeting 
(Youth Room) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary) - new series 
begins 
 
11:30 a.m.  Meeting for 
parents of teens (Sanctuary) 
 
11:30 a.m.—Life Group 
Coaches’ Meeting (Café) 
 
4:30 p.m. — Life Group: 
Jared and Beth Gerber (at    
Gerber’s home) 

13 

7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Men’s):  Stephen Lane 
(Lane’s home) 
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Women’s): Becky Lane 
(Lane’s home) 

14 

6 p.m.—Life Group 
(Women’s): Kari Mahara  
(Youth Room)  
 
6 p.m.—Life Group 
(Men’s): Doug Beutler 
(Church) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 
 
7 p.m.—Church Board 
Meeting (Café) 

 

15 

7 p.m.—Life Group: Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 p.m.—Life Group:  Kim 
Beutler (Children’s Class-
room) 
 

 

16 

7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 
 
 
 

 

17 

 
 

18 

TBD—Worship Band 
practice (Sanctuary)  
 
 

19 

8:45 a.m. — Life Group: 
Deb Price/Carol Brace 
(Café) 
 
9 a.m. Prayer Meeting 
(Youth Room) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary)  
 
4:30 p.m. — Life Group: 
Jared and Beth Gerber (at    
Gerber’s home) 

20 

Newsletter Info 

Submission  

Deadline 

 

7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Men’s):  Stephen Lane 
(Lane’s home) 
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Women’s): Becky Lane 
(Lane’s home) 

21 

7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Women’s): Kari Mahara  
(Youth Room) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Men’s): Doug Beutler 
(Church) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

22 

7 p.m. — Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 p.m.—Life Group:  Kim 
Beutler (Children’s Class-
room) 

23 

7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet 
 

24 

 

25 

TBD—Worship Band 
practice (Sanctuary)  
 
 

26 

8:45 a.m. — Life Group: 
Deb Price/Carol Brace 
(Café) 
 
9 a.m. Prayer Meeting 
(Youth Room) 
 
10 a.m.—Morning service 
(Sanctuary)  
 
1-3 p.m.  Ladies’ craft class 
(Café)  
 
4:30 p.m. — Life Group: 
Jared and Beth Gerber (at    
Gerber’s home) 
 
6 p.m. — Ladies’ Night Out: 
Carol Nealley’s home 

27 

7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Men’s):  Stephen Lane 
(Lane’s home) 
 
7:30 p.m. — Life Group 
(Women’s): Becky Lane 
(Lane’s home) 

28 

7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Women’s): Kari Mahara  
(Youth Room) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group 
(Men’s): Doug Beutler 
(Church) 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet) 

29 

7 p.m. — Youth Group 
 
7 p.m.—Life Group: Lynn 
Knee (Café)  
 
7 p.m.—Life Group:  Kim 
Beutler (Children’s Class-
room) 

30 

7 p.m.—Life Group: 
Sharyn Mackey 
(Shepherd’s Closet 

 
Looking Ahead: 

May 3 Life Group Coaches’      
meeting, 11:30 a.m. (Café) 

May 4 All-church prayer meeting,    
7 p.m. (Café) 

May 12 Church Board Meeting,         
7 p.m. (Café) 

May 25 Church closed for Memorial 
Day 

May 31 Ladies’ Craft Fellowship,       
1-3 p.m. (Café) 

April 2015 Calendar 

SPRING BREAK 
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April OCC item: 

“something to play with” 


