
 
 
 

Sermon Series: Holy Week 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 13 – Holy Week: Palm Sunday 
 
 
John 12:12-19 
 
12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to 
Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, 
 
“Hosanna!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 
 
14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is written: 
 
15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 
    see, your king is coming, 
    seated on a donkey’s colt.” 
 
16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize 
that these things had been written about him and that these things had been done to him. 
 
17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the 
dead continued to spread the word. 18 Many people, because they had heard that he had performed 
this sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us 
nowhere. Look how the whole world has gone after him!” 
 
 
 
 



 
Mark 11:12-19 

12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in the distance a fig tree 
in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but leaves, 
because it was not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat fruit from 
you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who were 
buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those 
selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple 
courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.” 

18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill him, 
for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 

19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 

 

Matthew 21:23-27 

23 Jesus entered the temple courts, and, while he was teaching, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him. “By what authority are you doing these things?” they asked. “And who gave 
you this authority?” 

24 Jesus replied, “I will also ask you one question. If you answer me, I will tell you by what 
authority I am doing these things. 25 John’s baptism—where did it come from? Was it from heaven, 
or of human origin?” 

They discussed it among themselves and said, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will ask, ‘Then why 
didn’t you believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘Of human origin’—we are afraid of the people, for they 
all hold that John was a prophet.” 

27 So they answered Jesus, “We don’t know.” 

Then he said, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

 

Luke 22:1-6 
 
1 Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2 and the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were 
afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot,one of the Twelve. 4 And Judas 
went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he might 
betray Jesus.5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money.6 He consented, and watched for 
an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Four Key events that happened Palm Sunday through Wednesday of Holy Week: 
 
 Key Event #1: The Momentum of the Crowd.  (John 12:12-19) 
 1st Point to Ponder: Applause from the crowd does not equal Peace. 
 
 Key Event #2: Jesus clears out the money Changers.  (Mark 11:12-19) 

 2nd Point to Ponder: Authentic Christ following involves living out the right 
Principles no matter the cost. 

 
 Key Event #3: Jesus' authority is Challenged.  (Matt. 21:23-27) 
 3rd Point to Ponder: Disagreements can easily lead to Power struggles. 
 
 Key Event #4: Judas makes his Choice.  (Luke 22:1-6) 
 4th Point to Ponder: Poor choices always have consequences. 
  


