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Spring is when everything wakes up — plants, animals, and 
the dirt. When I think of April, I think of getting the rototiller 
out — changing the oil, gassing it up, and tilling the garden. 
 
Waking up the dirt was an annual tradition that I did with my 
dad as we prepared the garden. There is no better smell 
than fresh dirt turned over in spring. 
 
There is great anticipation and excitement when you see the 

seeds that you planted rise up through the dirt. I remember working for a farmer when I was 
in high school. Every day after his corn field was planted we would go out to look at his 
field. We would look at it for hours it seemed. 
 
I would ask him, “What are we looking for?”  He would say, “We are looking for those  
seeds to come bursting through the ground.” I will never forget the day that we went out to 
the field and it was filled with little corn plants. I looked at that farmer who had tears in his 
eyes. He said, “Never underestimate the power of God and what He can do through a 
person.” I never forgot that.  
 
Jesus was sitting next to a field that was being planted and saw a great opportunity to use 
something that was happening right in front of Him to communicate a very important 
message. He called it a parable, a story that had a deeper meaning. This parable was 
about dirt. 
 
Jesus used five types of soil to describe the conditions of the souls of people. Everyone 

there could relate to what Jesus was saying. Even though we are not an agriculturally 

focused society, we can still relate to the desire to have a garden, beautiful flowers, or a 

nice lawn. We know that the condition of the soil will determine how many vegetables we 

get, how beautiful our flowers will be, or how green our lawn will become.  

But this series isn’t about dirt, it’s about souls. Specifically, the condition of your soul and 

the soul of your Person of Interest.  

What Jesus was saying was that it is not nearly as important how impressive our 

presentation of the gospel is or how much we know. What really counts is the condition of a 

person’s soul. Is the soil of their soul hard? Does it have rocks in it? Or, thorns? Is the soil 

of their soul rich and good? Or, does their good soil have weeds planted in it? 

Or, maybe we should ask: Is my soul hard? Rocky? Or, thorny? Is my soil rich and good or 

are weeds planted in my soul? Don’t miss this very creative series as we look at the deeper 

meanings of “dirt.” 

For His Kingdom, 

Pastor Doug 
 

“Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 1: Why Parables and What Do They Mean?  

I.     Purpose: 

A.    To help us understand why Jesus spoke in parables. 

B.    To help us see what each piece of the parable represents. 

C. To help us identify the soil we’re working with. 

II. Community that Cares: (10 minutes) 

A. How are you doing at taking that first step so that your church 
relationships are markedly superior when compared with rela-
tionships outside the church? 

 

 

B.    How are you doing with taking that next step so that you can  

        truly be “Livin’ on a Prayer”? 

  

 

C. How are you doing with taking that next step you need to take  

       to deal with your roadblock to a wonderful life? 

 

 

D.    How are you doing with taking that next step that you need to  

        take as a result of the “3:16” series? 

 

 

E.    How are you doing with your 5-5-5? 

 

 

III. Community that Learns: (15 minutes)  

A. Review the points of the Pastor’s message: “Dirt: The Soils of the 
Soul.”   

B. Sermon Outline:  Why Parables and What Do They Mean? 

  1.    Introduction: Why did Jesus speak in parables? 

 

 

 

            
33 

 

 
Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

 

Notes: 
 

 

 
 
 



32 

 
Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

 

Notes: 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 1: Why Parables and What Do They Mean?  

III. Community that Learns (continued):  (15 minutes)  

  2.  Three pieces of Jesus’ parable and what they represent   
                    (Mark 4:1-3a, 9-14a): 

   a. The (sower). 

 

 

   b. The (soil). 

 

 

   c.  The (seeds).  

 

 

C. Is there anything that really spoke to you, challenged you, or                                   

        encouraged you in these points? 

 

 

 

D. Additional scriptures to look at: Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 3:22-
23; John 15:5; Colossians 1:3-6. 

 

IV. Community that Applies: (20 minutes) 

A. What is a parable? 

B.  Why do you think Jesus spoke in parables? 

C. What are some examples of modern day parables that you could 
use to help people spiritually? 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 1: Why Parables and What Do They Mean?  

IV. Community that Applies: (20 minutes) 

D.  What does the sower represent?  Why? 

E.    What does the soil represent? Why? 

F.    What do the seeds represent? Why? 

G.    How do you sow the Word in someone's soul? 

H. From what you understand today, what was the point of Jesus’  

       parable?  

 

 

I. How does that point impact your life today? 

 

 

J.     Identify your Person of Interest.  

 

V. Community that is Accountable: (15 minutes) 

        What step do you need to take to be more effective in sowing  

        the Word? 

 

 

 

VI. Community that Prays: (5 minutes) 

        Meet in groups of two and pray for your Person of Interest.  
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 7: Celebration 

 
Notes: 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 7: Celebration 

V. Community that is Accountable: (15 minutes) 

         What is your first step to be more effective in sowing the Word? 

 

 

 

VI. Community that Prays: (5 minutes) 

                Pray as a large group for each Person of Interest listing names  

                      and identifying soil types. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. Community that Looks Ahead: 

        If you missed Sunday’s sermon, then listen to it on-line at        

        www.lifewatercc.org. 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

 

7 

 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 1: Why Parables and What Do They Mean?  

VII. Community that Looks Ahead: 

A. The scripture next week is Luke 8:5 & 12. 

B. If you missed Sunday’s sermon then listen to it on-line at 
www.lifewatercc.org before the next Life Group. 

C. Reflect on next week’s questions during your five minutes of 
silence each day. 

 
Notes:       
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 2: The Path  

I. Purpose: 

A. To help us understand the characteristics of the dirt on the path.  

B. To help us see spiritual comparisons to the dirt on the path. 

C. To help us identify the dirt of our Person of Interest’s soul. 

D. To help us be more effective in reaching our Person of Interest 

based on their “dirt.” 

 

II. Community that Cares: (10 minutes) 

A. How are you doing with taking that first step to be more effec-
tive in sowing the Word? 

 

 

B. How are you doing with taking that first step so that your church     

       relationships are markedly superior when compared with                 

       relationships outside the church? 

 

 

C. How are you doing with taking that next step so that you can  

        truly be “Livin’ on a Prayer”? 

 

 

D. How are you doing with taking that next step you need to take to 
deal with your roadblock to a wonderful life? 

 

 

E. How are you doing with taking that next step that you need to  

        take as a result of the “3:16” series? 

 

 

F.     How are you doing with your 5-5-5? 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 7: Celebration  

III. Community that Learns: (15 minutes)  

A. What spoke to you, challenged you, or encouraged you the 
most in the last six weeks? 

 

   

 

B. What is one thing you learned, relearned, or were reminded of  

        as we explored the last six weeks of scriptures? 

 

 

 

Additional scriptures to look at: Matthew 13:4-23; Mark 4:1-20; 
Luke 8:4-15. 

 

 

IV. Community that Applies: (20 minutes) 

A. Before this series what were your ideas about the mindset of 

your Person of Interest? 

 

 

 

 B.    What was the most important concept you learned about       
         reaching your Person of Interest’s soul? 

 

 

 

 C.   How has this series helped you to be more effective in reaching  

                      your Person of Interest? 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 7: Celebration 

I. Purpose: 

A. To celebrate what we learned in the past six weeks. 

B. To celebrate how God spoke to us in the last six weeks. 

C. To give God the honor and glory due Him.  

 

II. Community that Cares: (10 minutes) 

A. How are you doing with taking that first step to be more effec-
tive in sowing the Word? 

 

 

B. How are you doing with taking that first step so that your church     

       relationships are markedly superior when compared with                 

       relationships outside the church? 

 

 

C. How are you doing with taking that next step so that you can  

       truly be “Livin’ on a Prayer”? 

 

 

D. How are you doing with taking that next step you need to take to 
deal with your roadblock to a wonderful life? 

 

 

E. How are you doing with taking that next step that you need to  

       take as a result of the “3:16” series? 

 

 

F.     How are you doing with your 5-5-5? 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 2: The Path  

III. Community that Learns: (15 minutes)  

A. Review the points of the Pastor’s message: “Dirt: The Soils of 
the Soul.” 

B. Sermon Outline: “Dirt: The Path”  (Luke 8:5 & 12). 

    1.     Three qualities of the dirt on the path: 

  a. It was hard from being (trampled). 

 

 

  b. The seed just laid on (top) of the dirt. 

 

 

  c.  Birds (took) and ate the seed. 

 

 

    2.   Three qualities of a soul that is hard: 

  a.  The (salvation) message is heard but their heart 
        is not open. 

 

 

  b.  (Satan) takes the Word away. 

 

 

  c.  They do not believe and are not (saved). 

 

 

C. Is there anything that really spoke to you, challenged you, or 
encouraged you in these points? 

 

 

D. Additional scriptures to look at: Exodus 7:14-11:10; Matthew 

4:23-25; Mark 10:5. 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 2: The Path  

IV. Community that Applies: (20 minutes) 

A. Have you ever known someone who had a soul like the path? 

 

 

B. Why are people so closed off to spiritual conversations? 

 

 

C. What is your first reaction when you meet a person whose soul is 
like the path? 

 

 

D. Are any of your Persons of Interest closed off to Jesus? Why? 

 

 

E. What are some things we can do when our Person of Interest’s soul 
is like the path? 

 

 

F. How does Satan take the Word away today? 

 

 

G.   What can we do when our Person of Interest’s soul is like the path?  

 

 

V. Community that is Accountable: (15 minutes) 

       What is the first step you need  to take to be more effective in                       

        sowing the Word to a soul that is like the path?       
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 6: The Good Soil and the Added Weeds 

IV. Community that Applies: (20 minutes) 

 A.    What do you think Jesus was trying to teach us using this                    

                      parable?  

 

 

 B.    Why would someone add weeds to good seeds? 

 

 

 C.    What does this tell us about Satan? 

 

 

 D.    What do we learn about the end of the age from this parable? 

 

 

 E.    Who are the weeds and what do they look like today? 

 

 

 F.    What can we look forward to as a follower of Christ?  

 

V. Community that is Accountable: (15 minutes) 

        What is your first step in response to what Jesus was saying? 

 

VI. Community that Prays: (5 minutes) 

        Break into groups of four and pray for guidance to learn your      

        first step.   

VII. Community that Looks Ahead: 

A. The scripture next week is Matthew 13:1-30, 36-43. 

B. If you missed Sunday’s sermon then listen to it on-line at 
www.lifewatercc.org before the next Life Group. 

C. Reflect on next week’s questions during your five minutes of    
silence each day. 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 6: The Good Soil and the Added Weeds 

III. Community that Learns (continued): (15 minutes)  

    2.   The four qualities of the souls that have good soil and   
           the added weeds:  

  a.  At the end of the age the (sons) of the evil one  

                     are (separated) and (sent) to hell.  

 

 

 

 

  b.  Everything that causes (sin) and all who do evil  

                                  will be (separated) by angels. 

 

 

 

 

 

  c. They will be thrown into the fiery furnace where  

                                 there will be (sorrow) and gnashing of teeth. 

 

 

 

 

  d. The righteous will (shine). 

 

 

 

 

C. Is there anything that really spoke to you, challenged you, or  
encouraged you in these points? 

 

 

D. Additional scriptures to look at: Matthew 13:47-52, 25:31-46; 

Mark 8:36; Luke 13:1-9.  
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 2: The Path  

VI. Community that Prays: (5 minutes) 

                Go around the room and pray for your Person of Interest who  

                      is hardened to the saving message of Jesus.  

 

VII. Community that Looks Ahead: 

A. The scripture next week is Mark 4:5-6, 16-17. 

B. If you missed Sunday’s sermon then listen to it on-line at 
www.lifewatercc.org before the next Life Group. 

C. Reflect on next week’s questions during your five minutes of 
silence each day. 

 

Notes: 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 3: The Rocky Places 

I. Purpose: 

A. To help us understand the characteristics of the dirt in rocky 
places. 

B. To help us to see spiritual comparisons to the dirt in rocky 
places. 

C. To help identify the soil of our Person of Interest’s soul. 

D. To help us be more effective in reaching our Person of Interest 

based on their “dirt.” 

II. Community that Cares: (10 minutes) 

A. How are you doing with taking that first step to be more effec-
tive in sowing the Word? 

 

 

B. How are you doing with taking that first step so that your church     

       relationships are markedly superior when compared with                 

       relationships outside the church? 

 

 

C. How are you doing with taking that next step so that you can  

       truly be “Livin’ on a Prayer”? 

 

 

D. How are you doing with taking that next step you need to take to 
deal with your roadblock to a wonderful life? 

 

 

E. How are you doing with taking that next step that you need to  

        take as a result of the “3:16” series? 

 

 

F.     How are you doing with your 5-5-5? 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 6: The Good Soil and the Added Weeds 

III. Community that Learns: (15 minutes)  

A. Review the points of the Pastor’s message: “Dirt: the Soils of the 
Soul.” 

B. Sermon Outline: “Dirt: The Good Soil and the Added 
Weeds” (Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43). 

    1.     The four qualities of the good soil and the added  

                          weeds: 

  a. Good (seeds) were planted. 

 

 

 

 

  b. The enemy planted weeds in the same field while  

                                  everyone was (sleeping). 

 

 

 

 

  c.  The (seeds) and the weeds grew up together. 

   

   

 

 

  d. The owner had the workers do nothing until the  

                                  harvest when they could (separate) them. 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 6: The Good Soil and the Added Weeds 

I. Purpose: 

A. To help us understand the characteristics of the dirt that was 
good but had weeds added. 

B. To help us see spiritual comparisons to the dirt that was good 
but had weeds added. 

C. To help us identify the soil of our Person of Interest’s soul. 

D. To help us be more effective in reaching our Person of Interest 

based on their “dirt.” 

 

II. Community that Cares: (10 minutes) 

A. How are you doing with taking that first step to be more effec-
tive in sowing the Word? 

 

 

B. How are you doing with taking that first step so that your church     

       relationships are markedly superior when compared with                 

       relationships outside the church? 

 

 

C. How are you doing with taking that next step so that you can  

       truly be “Livin’ on a Prayer”? 

 

 

D. How are you doing with taking that next step you need to take to 
deal with your roadblock to a wonderful life? 

 

 

E. How are you doing with taking that next step that you need to  

       take as a result of the “3:16” series? 

 

 

F.     How are you doing with your 5-5-5? 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 3: The Rocky Places 

III. Community that Learns: (15 minutes)  

A. Review the points of the Pastor’s message: “Dirt: The Soils of 
the Soul.” 

B. Sermon Outline: “Dirt: The Rocky Places” (Mark 4:5-6, 16-17). 

    1.     Three qualities of the dirt that was rocky: 

  a. The dirt was (shallow). 

 

 

  b. The (seeds) sprang up quickly. 

 

 

  c.  The (sun) made the plants wither. 

 

 

    2.   Three qualities of souls without spiritual depth: 

  a.  They hear the (truth) and receive it with joy. 

 

 

  b.  They have no root and only last a short (time). 

 

 

  c.  (Trouble) and persecution come and they fall  

                                  away. 

 

 

C. Is there anything that really spoke to you, challenged you, or 
encouraged you in these points? 

 

 

D. Additional scriptures to look at: Deuteronomy 11:16; Proverbs 

4:5; Jonah 2:8; I Timothy 6:20. 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 3: The Rocky Places 

IV. Community that Applies: (20 minutes) 

A. Have you ever known someone who accepted Christ and started 
out strong, but then trouble came and they fell away from the 
Lord? Explain the situation. 

 

 

 B.   Why do some people quickly fall away after accepting Christ and  

        starting out strong? 

 

 

 C.   How do we get roots as a follower of Christ today? 

 

 

 D.   How do you prepare for dealing with trouble because of your  

        faith? 

 

 

 E.   How do you prepare for dealing with persecution because of    

                     your faith? 

 

 

 F.   Do you know anyone who has fallen away spiritually? 

 

 

 G.   What can we do when our Person of Interest’s soul and/or our  

        own soul is the “Rocky Places”? 

 

V. Community that is Accountable: (15 minutes) 

         What is your first step to be more effective in sowing the Word   

                      to a soul that is like the rocky places? 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 5: The Good Soil 

VII. Community that Looks Ahead: 

A. The scripture next week is Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43. 

B. If you missed Sunday’s sermon then listen to it on-line at 
www.lifewatercc.org before the next Life Group. 

C. Reflect on next week’s questions during your five minutes of 
silence each day. 

 

 

 

Notes: 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 5: The Good Soil 

IV. Community that Applies: (20 minutes) 

 A.    What does good soil look like in a person today? 

 

 

 B.    Have you ever known a person who had good soil? What were  

                      they like? 

 

 

 C.    What are some qualities of a soul that is “good”? 

 

 

 D.    What does it look like today for a person to hear the Word? 

 

 

 E.    What does it look like today for a person to put their hope and  

                      trust in the Word? 

 

 

 F.    How effective are you at multiplying? 

 

 

V. Community that is Accountable: (15 minutes) 

         What is your first step to be more effective in sowing the Word  

                       to a soul that is like the “Good Soil”? 

 

 

VI. Community that Prays: (5 minutes) 

                 Break into groups of two and pray for your next step to be more  

                      effective in sowing the Word.  
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 3: The Rocky Places 

VI. Community that Prays: (5 minutes) 

        Spend some time in silent prayer for your Person of Interest  

        who has fallen away. 

 

VII. Community that Looks Ahead: 

A. The scripture next week is Mark 4:7, 18-19. 

B. If you missed Sunday’s sermon then listen to it on-line at 
www.lifewatercc.org before the next Life Group. 

C. Reflect on next week’s questions during your five minutes of 
silence each day. 

 

Notes: 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 4: The Thorns 

I. Purpose: 

A. To help us understand the characteristics of the dirt that had 
thorns. 

B. To help us see spiritual comparisons to the dirt that had thorns. 

C. To help us identify the soil of our Person of Interest’s soul. 

D. To help us be more effective in reaching our Person of Interest 

based on their “dirt.” 

 

II. Community that Cares: (10 minutes) 

A. How are you doing with taking that first step to be more effective 
in sowing the Word? 

 

 

B. How are you doing with taking that first step so that your church     

       relationships are markedly superior when compared with                 

       relationships outside the church? 

 

 

C. How are you doing with taking that next step so that you can  

        truly be “Livin’ on a Prayer”? 

 

 

D. How are you doing with taking that next step you need to take to 
deal with your roadblock to a wonderful life? 

 

 

E. How are you doing with taking that next step that you need to  

       take as a result of the “3:16” series? 

 

 

F.     How are you doing with your 5-5-5? 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 5: The Good Soil 

III. Community that Learns: (15 minutes)  

A. Review the points of the Pastor’s message: “Dirt: the Soils of 
the Soul.” 

B. Sermon Outline:  “Dirt: The Good Soil” (Mark 4:8 & 20). 

    1.     Three qualities of the dirt that was good: 

  a. The seed was (sown) and it came up. 

 

 

  b. The plants grew in the rich (soil). 

 

 

  c.  The (seed) produced a crop that multiplied. 

 

 

    2.   Three qualities of the soul that is good: 

  a.  They (hear) the Word. 

 

 

  b.  They put their (hope) and trust in the Word. 

 

 

  c.  The gospel multiplies and produces a (huge) crop  

                                  of fruit.  

 

 

C. Is there anything that really spoke to you, challenged you, or 
encouraged you in these points? 

 

 

D. Additional scriptures to look at: Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 1:14-

20; Luke 10:2-4; Acts 1:8; James 5:20. 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 5: The Good Soil 

I. Purpose: 

A. To help us understand the characteristics of the dirt that was 
good. 

B. To help us see spiritual comparisons to the dirt that is good. 

C. To help us identify the soil of our Person of Interest’s soul. 

D. To help us be more effective in reaching our Person of Interest 

based on their “dirt.” 

 

II. Community that Cares: (10 minutes) 

A. How are you doing with taking that first step to be more effec-
tive in sowing the Word? 

 

 

B. How are you doing with taking that first step so that your church     

       relationships are markedly superior when compared with                 

       relationships outside the church? 

 

 

C. How are you doing with taking that next step so that you can  

       truly be “Livin’ on a Prayer”? 

 

 

D. How are you doing with taking that next step you need to take to 
deal with your roadblock to a wonderful life? 

 

 

E. How are you doing with taking that next step that you need to  

        take as a result of the “3:16” series? 

 

 

F.     How are you doing with your 5-5-5? 
 

I.  
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 4: The Thorns 

III. Community that Learns: (15 minutes)  

A. Review the points of the Pastor’s message: “Dirt: the Soils of 
the Soul.” 

B. Sermon Outline: “Dirt: The Thorns”  (Mark 4:7, 18-19). 

    1.     Three qualities of the dirt that had thorns: 

  a. The seeds have a (good) start and begin to grow. 

 

 

  b. The thorns (grew) up and choked off the plants. 

 

 

  c.  The plants did not produce (grain).  

 

 

    2.   Three qualities of the soul that is choked out: 

  a.  They hear the Word of (God). 

 

 

  b.  The (grip) of distractions chokes out all spiritual  

        life. 

 

 

  c.  The person never (grows) or reproduces.  

 

 

C. Is there anything that really spoke to you, challenged you, or 
encouraged you in these points? 

 

 

D. Additional scriptures to look at: Matthew 6:19-24, 25-34;  

Luke 21:12-34, 21:12-19; Philippians 4:6. 
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 4: The Thorns 

IV. Community that Applies: (20 minutes) 

 A.    Have you ever known someone who was like the soil with  

         thorns? What were they like? 

 

 B.    What does it look like to accept Christ and then allow worries of  

                      life to choke out spiritual life? 

 

 C.    What does it look like to accept Christ and then allow the  

                      deceitfulness of wealth to choke out spiritual life? 

 

 D.    What are some other desires that can choke out spiritual life in 
         people? 

 

 E.    Have you ever experienced this type of distraction in your        

                      Christian life? How did you overcome it? Or, are you still dealing  

                      with it? 

 

 F.    How do you help someone whose soul is “The Thorns”? 

 

V. Community that is Accountable: (15 minutes) 

        What is the first step you need to take to be more effective in  

                      sowing the Word to a soul that is like “The Thorns”? 

 

 

VI. Community that Prays: (5 minutes) 

        Spend some time individually in silent prayer to determine your  

        first step to be more effective in sowing the seed.   
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 Series: “Dirt: The Soils of the Soul” 

Lesson 4: The Thorns 

VII. Community that Looks Ahead: 

A. The scripture next week is Mark 4:8 & 20. 

B. If you missed Sunday’s sermon then listen to it on-line at 
www.lifewatercc.org before the next Life Group. 

C. Reflect on next week’s questions during your five minutes of 
silence each day. 

 

Notes: 
 


